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“By Life or By Death” 


(Five martyrs’ wives speak) 
By Lois Reynolds Carpenter 


E GAVE our dearest. Now we 
stand alone. 

Alone, yet not alone—for even this 

We know the grace of God sufficient is; 

And oh! how safely He will keep His 
own. 

Now we are left to carry on for these— 

Their tasks as well as ours to complete. 

We dare not falter, Lord. Help ws to 
meet 

Each challenge and to triumph on our 
knees. 

May choice young lives go forth to take 
their place; 

To win for Jesus in those far-off parts— 

Perhaps the very ones who broke our 
hearts. 

God grant the Aucas yet may tell His 
grace! 

By life or death may Christ be mag- 
nified; 

Our dear ones then in vain will not have 
died. 

wg 


On Getting Along Together 


Co-operation among brethren is ab- 
solutely essential in Christian work. 
Human instruments are at the heart of 
God’s plans for this world, and, since 
none is perfect, He condescends to use 
imperfect ones, though He has made 





abundant provision for them to be con- 
formed to the image of His Son. Pride, 
stubbornness, and other sins may reduce 
one’s usefulness to nothingness; but 
when we are tempted to criticize others 
and discount their work, it is well to 
remember some things, and there are 
certain fairly simple principles that will 
oil the wheels of co-operation. Here are 
a few briefly stated: (1) If another is 
merely annoying, or really failing, pray 
for him; (2) Since all are sinners and 
all have faults, let us ask ourselves, How 
great is the degree of his failure and is 
he persisting in it, or repentant? (3) Is 
God using the other man, and can He 
“stand” him? If He can, perhaps we 
can learn to. (4) Beware of a “snow- 
ball” or avalanche of criticism, for this 
grows alarmingly. (5) Remember our 
own defects and sins, and the qualifica- 
tions set forth in Galatians 6:1-3 for 
those who want to correct a man. (6) 
Follow New Testament procedure: speak 
first to the person; only later to others. 
Then take the matter to the proper peo- 
ple, those in authority, and not just any- 
body and everybody. (7) If you have 
something unpleasant to take up with 
ahother person, do it after not just be- 
fore meals, as when people are tired and 


hungry they are more touchy and mag- 
nify small troubles. (8) Finally, keep on 
praying: for yourself, that you may have 
the right attitude; for the other person, 
that he or she may be changed. “Criti- 
cizing faithful brethren in the ministry 
is a subtle work,” wrote Dr. J. B. Rowell 
(in an editorial, July 31, 1948). “Many 
a true servant of God has had his ef- 
fectiveness crippled, his name and repu- 
tation tarnished because of the sly gossip 
of some self-seeking brother. It ‘is the 
work of Satan to undermine a man and 
his work by insinuating a groundless 
suspicion into the minds of others; and 
he has often used Christian ministers 
to do his wicked work. It is easier to 
belittle the good a man is doing than to 
do the same amount of good. How 
many Christian ministers, and workers, 
are living under a handicap, because 
blighted by someone’s lie, or half-truth. 
Seldom has the slandered person a 
chance to speak for himself.” It is much 
harder, yet much better, to speak pri- 
vately and directly to a person about his 
own fault (if it is important) than to 
spread it among others. Let us take to 
heart the admonitions of Galatians 6:1-5 
and particularly this word, "Considering 
thyself, lest thou also be tempted.” 


b 


Ill. The Repentance of Saints 


A meditation on Psalm 51, third in a series of six, by J. M. Murray, 
Prairie Bible Institute 


salem” (2 Sam. 11:1). The con- 

sequences of his unauthorized 
furlough were paradoxical in their ex- 
tremes. His ‘sin brought dishonor and 
blasphemy on the name of the Lord and 
bitter sorrow to,his own heart and 
household. His repentance gave human- 
ity a penitential psalm of such spiritual 
excellence and penetration that millions 
of saints, who never sinned just as Da- 


CDs David tarried still at Jeru- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Take heed, and be quiet; fear 
not, neither be fainthearted” (Isa. 
7:4). 




















vid did, have found their deep heart 
need adequately met. 

Perhaps Paul meditated in this Psalm 
as he dealt with the sinning saints at 
Corinth. His faithful handling of that 
unsavory situation brought those saints 
to the point where they “sorrowed to 
repentance” (2 Cor. 7:9). And what a 
repentance it was! Second Corinthians 
7:11 vibrates with the fervor animating 
Psalm 51. Such is the convicting work 
of the eternal Spirit! 


Davip’s Cry FOR PARDON 
The cry, “Have mercy upon me, O God, 
according to thy lovingkindness,” could 
reasonably suggest that the penitent 
king had the scroll of the Law spread 
out before-him. Perhaps hot tears stain 
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a portion we know as Exodus 34:6, 7, 
while its sentences reveal afresh to Da- 
vid the character of the King whose 
Law, so many times hitherto David's 
delight, he has now grievously outraged. 
Fervently he begs for mercy. Is it be- 
cause Elohim, the Strong One, is harsh 
and unbending? That cannot be, for 
David’s plea is for mercy “according to. 
thy lovingkindness.” Because of His 
loving-kindness God does not overlook 
David’s sin—and leave it to fester. He 
forgives the sin of this guilty but peni- 
tent servant and removes his transgres- 
sion from him “as far as the east is from 
the west” (Psa. 103:12). The love of 
God moves Him to deal with David’s sin 
in keeping with His holy character. And 
the deeply convicted king knows that 
God, in love, is dealing with his sin 
drastically, to put it away forever. 

Thank God for Nathan and his faith- 
fulness! Someone has said that “Queen 
Elizabeth I (1558-1603) would have sus- 
pended him.” Indeed some monarchs 
might have suspended him by the neck, 
or at least have jailed him as Herod 
did with John the Baptist. But King 
David, pricked and pierced by convic- 
tion, cried, “I have sinned” (2 Sam. 12: 
13). Not as cornered Pharaoh (Exod. 
10:16), or sulky Achan (Josh. 7:20), 
or scheming Saul (1 Sam. 15:24), did he 
cry, but with the deep contrition of the 
returning prodigal (Luke 15:18). Like 
the wayward boy, David had a repent- 
ance that needed “not to be repented of” 
(2 Cor. 7:10). Such a spirit of repent- 
ance caused David to recognize that it 
was indeed tender mercy that could en- 
able such a holy Being to forgive him. 
The psalmist made no promise of mend- 
ing his ways. He was guilty before God 
and could think only of obtaining mercy. 
We read once of a man, caught in crime, 
whose lawyer promised him, “I will see 
that you get justice.” “Justice,” echoed 
his client, “I don’t want justice, I want 
mercy!” 

David did not hold a morbid public 
post-mortem of the outward details of 
his sordid sin. But he seems to have 
exhausted current theological terms to 
describe the threefold root system from | 
which it came. First it was “transgres- 
sions,” being essentially rebellion or 
willful opposition to divine authority. 
The Septuagint renders it anomia, i.e., 
“lawlessness.” Next David called it “in- 
iquity,” “mine iniquity,” too, for he 
blamed no one but himself! By “in- 
iquity” he meant he was perverted or 
naturally twisted into moral deformity. 
The use of the third term “sin” simply 
meant he had failed, had “missed the 
mark.” In short it meant this: the war- 
rior king’s. disobedience in loafing at 
Jerusalem instead of being on the bat- 
tlefield left him an easy victim of the 
passions of depraved and twisted human 
nature; consequently, being spiritually 
off true aim, he “missed the mark” and 
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failed to do the will of God—with ruin- 
ous results! 

His clear, energetic diagnosis of the 
sin that so defiled and blighted was fol- 
lowed by vigorous petitions for thor- 
éugh, divine washing and cleansing to 
remove the loathsome stain. The vibrd&nt 
force of David’s commanding pleas, “blot 
out,” “wash me,” “cleanse me,” power- 
fully suggest thé recoil of his soul, naked 
before God, from the hideous corruption 
that had polluted his being. He yearned 
to be “rinsed,” “loosed” from his sins as so 
beautifully written in Revelation 1:5, 
where we read of Him who “did bathe us 
from our sins in his blood” (Young’s Lit- 
eral Translation). This vigorous language 
plainly reveals that the psalmist yearned 
with a yearning imparted by the Holy 
One of Israel Himself to be without 
“spot, or wrinkle, or any. such thing” 
(Eph. 5:27). Is it irreverent to say 
“well-washed and well-ironed”? 

What was it that released these mighty 
spiritual forces in David’s being? He 
simply said, “I acknowledge my trans- 
gressions ...” Those four words ended 
a months-long conflict. David had kept 
silence. Because of this, this sin, bot- 
tled up like acid in his soul, had burned 
him. The frown of his offended God 
burned him, too. The pungent language 
of Psalm 32:4 tells the story, “My mois- 
ture is turned into the drought of sum- 
mer.” But the patient One, Francis 
Thompson’s “Hound of Heaven,” pursued 
His erring child, until, wearied by his 
senseless resistance to eternal love, he 
finally stopped and said, “I have sinned.” 
Then, in the poet’s language, he heard 
his heavenly Pursuer say, “I am He 

(Continued on page 334) 








Notes on Open Letters 
Is God the Father of All? 


I have become involved in an argu- 
ment over the idea that “God is the 
Father of all.” This person says that 
in a generic sense, God is the Father 
of all, but that the new birth is neces- 
sary in the spiritual sense. Now that 
just doesn’t make sense to me, that 
both God and the Devil (John 8:44) 
could be at the same time father to 
a person! The only one of the refer- 
ences he gives that bothered me any 
was Acts 17:26-29. But according to 
the notes in the Scofield Bible, this 
is the way it looks to me: 

“God ... hath made (so God created 
man in his own image, Gen. 1:27) of 
one (Adam) ... Forasmuch then as 
we are the race of God (by creation 
of Adam in His image), we ought not 
to think that the Godhead is like unto 
gold ...,” an idol made by men. 

Do you think this is the right inter- 
pretation?—An Arkansas reader. 


The Scofield footnote reads: “Gr. 
genos=‘race.’ The reference is to the 
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creation-work of God in which He made 
man* (i.e., mankind, the raée in Adam) 
in His own likeness, Gen. 1:26, 27, thus 
rebuking the thought that ‘the Godhead 
is like unto gold,’ etc. The word ‘Father’ 
is not uSed, nor does the passage affirm 
anything concerning fatherhood or son- 
ship, which are relationships based upon 
faith, and the new birth. Cf. John 1:12, 
13; Gal, 3:26; 4:1-7; 1 John 5:1.” 

It is rather hard to tell, from this let- 
ter, just -what her opponent’s view of 
the whole matter is,-and it is to be noted 
that hé@ agrees that the new birth is 
necessary. There is not a very clear 
distinction between what he is reported 
to have said and the reader’s interpre- 
tation of Acts 17 and the Scofield note. 


The opinions of two well-known Bible 
teachers on this point are given below: 


“There is no doubt that men are God's 
offspring in the sense indicated by the 
Scriptures cited. That is, we all came 
out of Adam, who came from the hands 
of God. But nothing is more clearly 
taught in the Scriptures than that»since 
the Fall all men are ‘by nature the chil- 
dren of wrath,’ and that in order to be- 
come the children of God they must be 
born again. Just give this' testimony to 
those ‘who like the idea of Universal 
Fatherhood and brotherhood,’ but don’t 
bother to prove to them the truth of the 
testimony. Until they are born again 
they will not understand these things. 
The command under which we are 
working is not to prove the Gospel, but 
to preach it.” (From “Bible Questions 
Answered,” by William L. Pettingill, 
D.D.; Dunham Publishing Co., Findlay, 
Ohio, $4.) 

“Paul was dealing with the phi!osophi- 
cal Athenians on the natural plane of 
things, as the context of Acts 17 shows, 
and on which plane it is true, of course, 
that God, as Creator, is the Father of us 
all, and that we, being His offspring, are 
of one blood, and in that sense, brothers. 
But the New Testament just as clearly 
teaches the necessity of a new birth, 
and that in another sense God becomes 
the Father of them that believe on His 
Son Jesus Christ, and that all such be- 
lievers become ‘brethren’ in Him. We 
néed to be very careful in using that 
popular phrase lest we fall into the‘ 
snare of the Devi] and teach that all 
men are in a saved condition, needing 
no regeneration and no reconciliation to 
God through the atonement of Jesus 
Christ. Personally, I seldom use the 
phrase, because it has become so mis- 
leading in the hands of false teachers, 
and when I do use it I am always care- 
ful to explain that I mean that Father- 
hood of God and brotherhood of man, 
which are based upon and grow out of 
the redemption which is by faith in 
Christ Jesus.” (From “Bible Problems 
Explained,” by Dr. James M. Gray; 
Moody Press, 820 N. LaSalle St., Chi- 
cago 10; 35c.) 
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WELL BIBLE S)SRig 


Il. From the King's Guard to the Khyber Hills 


How God brought good out of a fainting fit. 








E crisis came like a bolt from the 
blue! It happened this way. One 
day John Ringer and another were 
on police duty at an important road 
junction. They had been discussing life 
and its problems; a’ silence had de- 
scended between them, relieved by a 
Chinese band’s version of “It’s a long 
way to Tipperary,” when John fainted 
and sank unconscious to the ground. 
The big, burly fellow picked him up 
and put him in a rickshaw with instruc- 
tions to the coolie to take him to medi- 
cal headquarters. On arrival there he 
felt better, but the examining doctor 
prescribed in familiar army language, 
“Excused duty, bed down.” The next 
morning, in accordance with army 
routine, he had to attend a sick parade. 
It had always been John’s boast that 
he had never been sick during his term 
of service, and he was determined that 
he was not going to spoil his record. He 
did his best to persuade the army doc- 
tor that he was completely recovered 
and perfectly fit. However, the doctor 
thought otherwise; and insisted on an- 
other day’s rest. 

That night another man went on duty 
in John’s place. During the night this 
soldier was called to settle a quarrel 
between English soldiers and Portuguese 
sailors in a Chinese cabaret. The Chi- 
nese police were also called in, and they 
lost their heads and began firing their 
rifles in the ballroom. Everyone dashed 
for safety, and in the confusion John’s 
substitute was knifed in the back. 


The Death of His Stbstitute 

From the first there was little hope 
for him, and a week later he died. Had 
he lived he would have been paralyzed 
for life. Only a fortnight before, this 
man had accepted Christ as his own 
personal Saviour; he was on the thres- 
hold of a new experience in life; now 
he was home in Glory. While John 
Ringer, who longed for death, was seem- 
ingly miraculously preserved. - 

Never would he forget looking down 
into the grave on the day they buried the 
one who was killed as a result of being 
HIS substitute. 

A few days later John looked out from 
his hut over to the Gospel mission hut. 
He knew he must make a decision one 
way or another, either to go the way 
of the missionaries or to drown himself 
in the pleasures which he had proved 
brought only the torments of hell. He 
decided to go and make a clean breast 
of all his trouble and ask the man in 
charge to show him the way to God. 
As he unburdened his heart, with big 
brotherly hand the missionary reached 
over and patted John’s head. “Laddie, 


As Paul on the Damascus road, John 
Ringer was struck down while on 
guard duty in China. This neces- 
sitated a substitute for John, and the 
man who took his place was fatally 
wounded in attempting to quell a 
brawl in a cabaret. This shook John 
Ringer and was the last factor that 
God used to bring him to Himself. 
Now Mr. Ringer is chairman of the 
Field Council of the Afghan Border 
Crusade, 145 Nicholson Lines Road, 
Jungle Khel, Kohat, N.W.F.P., W. 
Pakistan. The honorary treasurer 
and prayer bulletin secretary for 
areas east of Chicago is the Rev. 
W. H. Webb, 14 N. Essex Ave., 
Narberth, Pa. 








you’re carrying a load that none of us 
can carry. It is too big for you, and the 
sooner you drop it the better. You are 
trying to bear the load of your sin which 
only One can do, and His name is the 
Lord Jesus. He went to the cross and 
suffered indescribable agony for you; He 
took your place and died the death 
which was really yours; He waits for 
you to accept Him by faith as your Sin- 
bearer, Saviour, and Soverefgn.” 

Then the missionary asked John 
Ringer to kneel down and quite simply 
accept the Lord Jesus as his Saviour. 
Longing to find peace from an accusing 
conscience, and to be able to start the 
battle of life all over again, John swal- 
lowed what little pride he had left and 
knelt down on that cold, hard, stone 
floor. But words simply would not come 
—a life of sin does not educate a man 
in the art of praying. Nevertheless God 
understood the language of the heart as 
he just flung himself on the mercy of 
God, crying, “God be merciful to me a 


sinner!” 


The battle was won. John Ringer had 
passed from death to life; from the 
power of Satan to God; all things be- 
came new; and the load was gone. 

The next day nothing was said to 
anyone, but John quietly read his Bible 
in the barrack room. There was no 
doubt about the miracle that had hap- 
pened, for a quiet asswrance crept over 
his once tormented soul. He was begin- 
ning to realize that he had found God 
through Jesus Christ. Words were not 
necessary to bear witness to the change; 
men saw it in his face and wondered. 


That night a natural opportunity came 
of confessing Christ publicly. The man 
in the opposite bed made a pointed re- 
mark which brought the blush of shame 
to his face, but by the grace of God John 
opened up his mouth, and the Lord lit- 


By JOHN RINGER 


erally put words into it, and he made a 
clean breast before them all as to what 
had happened. As far as that barrack 
room was concerned, his boats were 
burned behind him. 


After that the young man busied him- 
Self writing letters to all and sundry 
in the homeland telling them of the 
change that had taken place, and for the 
remaining six months in China he liter- 
ally walked on air. Good, regular Bible 
study, conducted by Henry Webb of the 
C.I.M., and healthy Christian fellowship 
helped to open his eyes to the revelation 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and he felt 
definitely called of God for some special 
Service. 

The news spread like wildfire that the 
battalion bookmaker had, become a 
“Bible puncher.” Old companions in sin 
came to see him. Instead of the straf- 
ing he expected, they encouraged him, 
and said, “Well done, Jack, if we had 
the gumption we would do the same.” 
Eventually a few of them did come to 
the Lord, 


A Bible Class On Board Ship 

Six months after his conversion, his 
battalion left for the homeland. On 
board the ship there was no padre, so 
five of them got together in Hong Kong 
and obtained permission from the adju- 
tant of the battalion to use the ham- 
mock room at the bottom of the ship for 
prayer and Bible study. They started 
in Hong Kong with five and ended with 
fifty in their little meeting. Before their 
ship sailed, one of the missionaries had 
managed to get on board a case full of 
hymnbooks and tracts, and these helped 
considerably _in making their Bible 
studies attractive and effective. The 
men elected John Ringer as their leader, 
and he gave the Bible studies. For the 
six months previous he had been making 
an intensive study of Romans, so he 
gave the men the benefit of those first 
thrilling experiences with the Word of 
God. A wonderful work was done in 
that little room in the bottom of the 
ship. (It was so hot there that it was 
nicknamed “Hell Hole.”) A number 
were converted and enthusiasm ran high. 
But behind that little band were a thou- 
sand praying missionaries away back in 
China. There was war in China at the 
time, and the missionaries had been 
forced to congregate in Shanghai. They 
took a keen interest in this ship and 
prayed earnestly for a work of God to 
be done among the men. Praise God, 
their prayers were answered, 

The manifest blessing of God con- 
firmed John Ringer in the belief that 
God had called him to some special 
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work for Him. The first essential he 
knew was to get a thorough knowledge 
of God’s Word. He had heard of the 
Glasgow Bible Institute, and was deter- 
mined to find out something about it. 
A number of the missionaries had given 
him addresses of Christian folk in the 
homeland, and as soon as possible he 
made contact with a number of them. 
Among them was a fine man of God 
called Mr. Ewings, who invited him 
down to spend Easter at his home. He 
went for a month and ended by staying 
with him for ten years. During the first 
month Mr. Ewings took the young man 
with him on a tour where he was hold- 
ing meetings and attending conferences. 
It was all very challenging, and on their 
return, evidently satisfied that this was 
a life that was to be used in God’s serv- 
ice, Mr. Ewings invited John Ringer to 
stay on with him under his personal 
supervision. This minister was a Bible 
teacher in charge of the Swindon Evan- 
gelical Church and Bible Institute, and 
under his ministry John was given a 
thorough Bible teaching and training in 
every kind of practical work, as Sun- 
day school teacher, Bible class leader, 
Army Scripture Reader, and in giving 
lantern lectures and speaking at con- 
ferences. 

During all this time a great burning 
passion possessed John’s heart. He had 
wasted so many years serving the Devil, 
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that he was determined to save as many 
young lives as he could from making 
the same mistake as he had. .So he gave 
himself without, stint to plucking souls 
from the pit of Satan and winning them 
into the Kingdom of Jesu$ Christ. He 
thought he was too old to apply for the 
mission field hjmself, but he did all in 
his power to encourage others to go. 
Every month he had a missionary Sun- 
day in his Bible class. He gathered 
every scrap of information he could 
about different missionary societies and 
their needs, to pass on to his class. 

But the Lord kept on reminding John 
Ringer that He had a work for him on 
the mission field, even while he pro- 
tested that he was too old, and at last 
he became conscious of the fact that 
God was calling him to go out with the 
Gospel message.’ His reserves broken 
down at last, he heard a definite call 
through General Frost, who wanted ex- 
soldiers to help him evangelize the 
Pathans (rhymes with batons) of the 
North-West Frontier. 

Thus the greatest lawbreaker in the 
battalion became a missionary to the 
most lawless people on the face of the 
earth, that the miracle God had per- 
formed in him should be reproduced in 
those wild, ruthless tribes who owned 
allegiance to none save their own savage 
instincts. / 

KouatT, PAKISTAN, 


Ill. The Dead Sea Scrolls and 
the New Testament Period 


Are they the source of certain New Testament ideas? 


By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D. 


Chairman of Department of Archaeology, Wheaton College; 


Archaeological Editor of The Sunday School Times 


This is the third in a series of articles on the Dead Sea Scrolls by 
Dr. Free, the fourth of which will appear next week. 

TIMEs readers may be glad to learn of a series of lectures by Dr. 
Charles Pfeiffer on the Dead Sea Scrolls that will be part of the 
Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, summer school, extending this year 
over two three-week periods, June 18 to July 6, and July 9.to 27. Any- 
One may enroll and tuition is free. Further information may be had 
from the Institute, 820 N. La Salle St., Chicago 10. 


AST week’s article pointed out that 

the Isaiah manuscript in the Dead 
Sea Scrolls is very similar to the He- 
brew manuscripts that we have had for 
a long time, and that it is significant 
in. showing the care with which the 
Biblical manuscripts have been copied. 
Differences that one does find between 
various ancient Biblical manuscripts are 
such that they would change no truth 
of the Christian faith, and furthermore, 
the very nature of the variations often 
makes it possible for textual scholars 
to tell what the original reading was. 
By textual study, we can arrive at what 
was virtually the original Biblical text. 


Other Dead Sea Scrolls 

This ancient Isaiah manuscript was 
taken, after its discovery, to the Syrian 
Orthodox Monastery of St. Mark in Jeru- 
Salem, and this manuscript and four 
others were purchased by Archbishop 
Samuel of St. Mark’s Monastery.1 Two 
of the scrolls proved to be two parts 
of a complete manuscript that later was 
referred to as the Manual of Dis- 
cipline; another was a “Commentary on 
Habakkuk”; and one was the Isaiah 





1“The Dead Sea Scrolls,” by Millar Bur- 
rows, 1955, p. 6 (Viking Press, Inc., New 
York 17; $6.50). 
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manuscript we have already discussed, 
which is usually referred to as the “St. 
Mark’s Isaiah scroll,” since it was ac- 
quired by the St. Mark’s Monastery in 
Jerusalem. The fifth scroll was badly 
decomposed and difficult to unroll. Upon 
returning to America, John Trever de- 
tached one column of this scroll and 
tentatively identified it as the lost Book 
of Lamech. Since then it has been re- 
ferred to as the “Lamech Scroll.” 2 

One of the Bedouin sought a buyer 
elsewhere for his share of the scrolls, 
and presumab'y it was from this source 
that Dr. Sukenik of the Hebrew Uni- 
versity acquired what proved to be a 
second manuscript of Isaiah.” It is not 
complete, as is the St. Mark’s Isaiah, 
but it does contain sizeable. portions of 
Isaiah, including chapter 38 to the end, 
and many earlier portions. 


Contents of Other Dead Sea Scrolls 


Some of the other Dead Sea Scrolls, 
such as the Manual of Discipline and the 
“Commentary on Habakkuk,” give the 
religious ideas of the sect of Jews who 
possessed these manuscripts two thou- 
sand years ago at the north end of the 
Dead Sea. In the “Commentary on 
Habakkuk,” the text of the Book of 
Habakkuk is quoted a few verses at a 
time, and then the explanation is given 
in terms of the history of the Jewish 
sect that made the commentary. In the 
commentary part, there are references 
to the “teacher of righteousness,” who 
was probably the leader and may have 
been the founder of the Jewish com- 
munity, which flourished near the Dead 
Sea. The Manual of Discipline tells 
what type of conduct was expected of 
those who became members of the com- 
munity, including things as divergent as 
a description of the annual rite of enter- 
ing and renewing,the covenant 3 to the 
prohibition against spitting in the midst 
of the assembly! 4 


What Sect Possessed the 
Dead Sea Scrolls? 


From the New Testament we know of 
several sects or groups among the Jews 
at the time of Christ, including the 
Pharisees, the Sadducees, and the Hero- 
dians. From the Jewish historian of the 
first century A.D., Josephus, we know 
of another group called the Essenes. 
From a Jewish philosopher of the same 
period, Philo, we have further light on 
the Essenes. A study of the ideas in 
the Dead Sea Scrolls, particularly the 
“Commentary on Habakkuk” and the 
Manual of Discipline, reveals that these 
people at the north end of the Dead Sea 
entered into and renewed a covenant; it 
is convenient to refer to them as the 
Covenanters*of Qumran (Qumran is the 
modern name of the site that was very 
evidently the ancient site of the commu- 





2 Ibid., p. 7. 
®Ibid., p. 287% 
*Ibid, p. 283. 
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nity of people who placed the Dead 
Sea Scrolls in nearby caves). From 
what we know of the Essenes in the 
writings of Josephus and from the de- 
scription of the Covenanters of Qumran 
in the Manual of Discipline, it is evident 
that the Qumran Covenanters were 
either Essenes or a group similar to the 
Essenes. Among both Essenes and Cove- 
nanters there was a period of probation 
preceding admission to membership; 5 
there was a strict order of seating in the 
meetings; and even a parallel in Jose- 
phus’ indication and that of the Manual 
of Discipline concerning the prohibition, 
mentioned above, against spitting in the 
midst of the assembly. 


Source of New Testament Ideas? 

Recently quite a stir has been made 
by some writers, who have sought to 
show that certain ideas expressed in 
the Dead Sea Scrolls are the source, or 
at least anticipate, a number of ideas in 
the New Testament. This idea has been 
set forth most forcibly by a French pro- 
fesssor, Monsieur A. Dupont-Sommer. 
He made much of the person called “the 
teacher of righteousness” in the “Ha- 
bakkuk Commentary,” and observed that 
Jesus now seemed “an astonishing re- 
incarnation of the teacher of righteous- 
ness.” Both Jesus and “the teacher of 
righteousness,” said Dupont-Sommer, 
were believed by their disciples to be 
God’s elect, the Messiah, 

Many scholars, however, have pointed 
out that many of Dupont-Sommer’s 
ideas just are not borne out by the text 
of the Dead Sea Scroll “Commentary on 
Habakkuk.” His -statement that “the 
teacher of righteousness” was God's 
elect is not substantiated, for the term 
“elect” in the context appears to refer 
to the community of people, and there 
is no indication in the text that “the 
teacher of righteousness” was believed 
to be the Messiah.® 

Dupont-Sommer pointed out that both 
“the teacher of righteousness” and Christ 
were opposed by the priestly party, the 
Sadducees. But, as Burrows points out, 
“There is nothing unique or new in the 
hostility of the priests to ‘the teacher of 
righteousness.’” And we would add that 
the Sadducees would be hostile to anyone 
whose ideas were not in accord with 
theirs, whether “the teacher of right- 
eousness” or Christ, 

Dupont-Sommer pointed out that both 
Christ and “the teacher of righteousness” 
established communities whose members 
expected them to return and judge the 
world. But Burrows also points out that 
the assertion that “the teacher of right- 
eousness” was expected to return and 
judge the world depends on questionable 
interpretations of passages in the Dead 
Sea Scrolls. 





*Ibid., p. 281. 
* Ibid., p. 330. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Superficial Parallels 


Such superficial parallels have led 
some to say that the Dead Sea Scrolls 
will revolutionize New Testament schol. 
arship, Professor Burrows has effectively 
pointed out that many of the similarities 
between the New Testament and the 
Dead Sea Scrolls are merely superficial 
similarities, and that many of the other 
similarities are thoSe of phraseology and 
vocabulary, rather than representing any 
borrowing of ideas. 

Burrows has stated the case thus: 
“There is no danger that our under- 
standing of the New Testament will be 
so revolutionized by the Dead Sea 
Scrolls as to require a revision of any 
basic article of Christian faith. All 
scholars who have worked on the texts 
will agree that this has not happened 
and will not happen.”7 


The Reason for Certain Parallels 


One factor that has been largely forgot- 
ten by Dupont-Sommer and those who 
would make the Dead Sea Scrolls the 
source for many ideas in the New Testa- 
ment is the fact that the New Testament 
writers had as their heritage the Old 
Testament, and that the Jewish sect 


which possessed these scrolls also drew’ 


on the Old Testament. In other words, 
both went back to a common source 
again and again. It is this factor of 
common source that explains some simi- 
larities, rather than that the Qumran 
community was the source for New Tes- 
tament ideas. 

An actual investigation of the Qumran 
Scrolls, the New Testament, and the Old 
Testament shows that, very often, what 
looks like a parallel] between the Qum- 
ran scrolls and the New Testament is a 
case of both going back to the Old Tes- 
tament. For example, the “whole 
armour of God” passage in Ephesians 6 
has been said to be deeply rooted in the 
tradition of the Dead Sea Scrolls. Actu. 
ally, however, the essential idea, and 





TIbid., p. 327. 
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even some of the details, are based on 
Isaiah 59:17. So both go back to the Old 
Testament as a source. 


* 


Vocabulary .Parallels 


One of the useful] contributions of the 
Dead ‘Sea Scrolls is its supplying of the 
vocabulary of the New Testament period. 
Since most of the Dead Sea Scrolls date 
from the period between 100 B.C. and 
A.D. 70, they give us many of the very 
words which would form the vocabulary 
of Christ and the disciples. 

But to make the Dead Sea Scrolls the 
direct source of the New Testament is 
not substantiated. As Burrows stated, 
“It is not necessary to suppose that any 
of the writers of the New Testament 
had ever heard of the particular sect 
that produced the Dead Sea Scrolls, and 
I see no evidence that they did.”§ 


Significance of the Scrolls in 
Relation to Biblical Teaching 


In assessing the significances of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls, Burrows«stated: “The 
general reader and student of the Bible 
may be satisfied to note that nothing in 
all this changes our understanding of 
the religious teachings of the Bible. . 
The essential truth and the will of God 
revealed in the Bible, however, have 
been preserved unchanged through all 
the vicissitudes in the transmission of 
the text.9 

In conclusion, the non-Biblical Dead 
Sea Scrolls are significant in giving us 
light’ on the little-known sect of the 
Essenes, in rounding out the religious 
picture of the first centuries B.C. and 
A.D., and in giving us the religious vo- - 
cabulary of the time of Christ and the 
New Testament writers. The Dead Sea 
Scrolls are not the source for New Tes- 
tament ideas, but go back to basic ideas 
in the Old Testament at a number of 
points, 

(To be continued) 





S Ibid, p.. 343. 
*Ibid., pp. 320, 321. 


Vil. Teacher Training With the Master Teacher 


When pupils lie in ambush (Luke 14:1-6) 


ERE is another scene with critics. 


Christ Jesus was at a feast. The 
host was a ruler from among the Phari- 
sees. The guests were probably the 
host’s familiars, who would sympathize 
with him in a technical, legalistic view 
of life. It was a Sabbath Day, a period 
beset all around with scruples and stat- 
utory rules. Here is call again for the 
play of your imagination. Give it some 
liberty. Make use of it. 

(a) Try to conceive how Christ fig- 
ured there. His very presence shows 
that He had command of some measure 


By CLARK S. BEARDSLEE, D.D. 


of their respect. They did Him the honor 
to give Him a place at their feast. This 
reaches back into some anterior observa- 
tion and study of Christ, on their part. 
Let your mind run out into this. Fancy 
how Christ won their heed. But scan 
this scene. Christ was being “watched.” 
Think of Him under that constant scru- 
tiny. They were all the time gathering, 
he was all the time giving points. And 
Jesus was conscious and wary. Note 
that “answer” in verse 3. He had His 
eyes open to their every nod and wink. 
Think of this. Imagine Christ caught 
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napping! And He moved straight for- 
ward in His'work. He did not’ idle or 
delay ‘or postpone. He knew that their 
hearts were unfriendly. He knew that 
He was about to give offense. Think of 
this unvarying straightforwardness in 
Christ’s deeds. He always paid His mis- 
sion full respect. Some phase of it was 
shining everywhere. No phase of it 
needed hiding anywhere. He never 
dallied or trifled or entered into truce 
with enemies. He always stood erect. 
He always faced His work. Here are 
fertile hints for teachers. 

(b) Study those fellow guests. They 
merely “watched.” They leveled all 
their eyes for some flaw. .Even when 
Christ Jesus squarely challenged them, 
not a man but was so unfair and rude 
as to decline all reply. Their silence 
came near to being glum. They asked 
nothing, answered nothing, offered noth- 
ing, did nothing. Study them. Describe 
them. Test these following words: 
They were cold, zealous, biased, resolute, 
cruel, cowardly, crafty, . blind, subtle, 
studious, formal, envious, set, keen. 
Which of those terms are inaccurate or 
unfair or superfluous? But get in ear- 
nest. Study these men. 

(c) Now try to explain to yourself 
how this condition arose. How is it, 
when Christ is so frank, that His fellow 
feasters are so sly; when He is so genial, 
they are so sour; when He is so undis- 
guised, they are so suspicious? Christ 
was the light of the world. Why must 
they play the spy? Study into this. Find 
its roots. Doubtless Christ Jesus did. 
As those people sat there feasting, they 

_ Should have had with Christ unhindered 

and happy fellowship. What was the 
obstacle? Study again that list of ad- 
jectives above. Which one indicates the 
heart of this unfriendliness? Was it 
their dullness, or their envy, or their 
Sabbath legalism? Track this down. 
Carve out some answer. It is, for wise 
teaching, a figst necessity. At what point 
will Christ Jesus most wisely level His 
next word or deed? 

2. Now study the Master’s work. He 
is aware of their Sabbath rules. He 
projects before their eye a man sick with 
the dropsy, and an ox in a pit. He heals 
the dropsy, consciously assailing their 
Sabbath scruples, and transgressing their 
Sabbath rules. And then He demands 
of any one of them to say, if he would 
not on the Sabbath day do any labor 
needful for the relief of his ox. 

(a) See if you can construct out of 
this deed upon the dropsy and that word 
about the ox Christ’s idea of the root 
fault in those spies. They would neglect 
the man, but respect the ox. And they 
would do this out of esteem for the Sab- 
bath. Look. Here are religious formal- 
ism, property greed, and inhumanity, 
these three. Christ’s precedure deals a 
ringing blow at every one. Now answer. 
How did Jesus interpret and understand 
the case? Then answer again. Was His 
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view correct? And then answer once 
more. His diagnosis being right, was 
his treatment wise? Would you think 
and act similarly? Be careful here. 
What was the sum of Christ’s answer? 
At its sharpest point, it was human kind- 
ness. He felt compassion for human 
suffering. The sharp thrust of this plain 
point was the whole force of His re- 
sponse. That pointed act rebuked the 
reign of legalism and greed, and made 
human sympathy, free and sovereign in 
the midst of the human heart. Now 
logk keenly after the accuracy of this. 
Study it over and over, through and 
through, in and out, looking in turn at 
the sick man, the ox, the spies, the Sab- 
bath code, the mind of Christ. Did 
Christ’s blow hit home? 

. (b) But watch the class He was teach- 
ing—those fellow guests. Mark their 
attitude. They are hard and rigid and 
fixed. They are not fair. They are 
morally stolid. They are beyond any 
teacher’s reach. They hate the truth. 
They love the ox more than the invalid 
man. They cherish Sabbath primness 
above human joy. Compassion is stifled. 
Keen and spry toward money gain and 
money loss, they are dull+and faint 
toward human hurt and human cheer. 
They are ardent toward things, frigid 
toward men. 

(c) With all their indocility in your 
mind, study Christ Jesus again. Note 
every quality of His work. He keeps 
to His own pattern. Explore the inner 
value of that act of healing: It is a 
beautiful display of kindliness and skill. 
Before such a company, and in the in- 
tent of Christ what did that healing 
mean? It carried up to the very portals 
of their eyes a mighty lesson. Find it 


(Continued on page 335) 








Along the Inside Passage 
to Alaska With the 


Christian Fellowship Party 


HE Inside Passage to Alaska lies 
along the coast of British Columbia 
and southeastern Alaska. A chain of 
large islands protects and shelters a calm 
waterway that should arouse no misgiv- 
ings, even in the minds of the most in- 
experienced travelers. The S.S. Chil- 
cotin, of the Union Steamships, Ltd., will 
be used again this year by the Christian 
Fellowship Party and will insure com- 
fort, safety, and service. It is modern, 
streamlined, and completely air condi- 
tioned, with an over-all length of 252 
feet and a cruising speed of about 15 
knpts. Radar and other up-to-date safety 
devices are part of its equipment, and 
its beautifully appointed public rooms, 
comfortable cabins, and excellent meals 
will minister to the enjoyment and re- 
laxation of its passengers. 
As the Chilcotin glides smoothly along 
the Inside Passage, one. gees on the main- 


* sight-seeing buses. 
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land side towering mountains that sweep 
down to the water’s edge, while on the 
other side lovely waterfalls and lush 
vegetation make each island a thing of 
beauty. At times the steamer approaches 
the shore close enough to afford glimpses 
of wildlife. Occasionally fishing boats 
dot the horizon, and every turn of the 
vessel reveals some new and breath- 
taking scenic wonder. Brilliant sunlight, 
glorious sunsets, and the long northern 
twilight, first on great expanses of green- 
blue water and then in narrow fiords, 
between high mountains, present ever- 
changing pictures that fill the nine days 
that the party will spend aboard the 
Chilcotin with never-to-be-forgotten ex. 
periences, 

Occasionally the steamer will stop at 
some thriving coastal town whose only 
contact with the outside world is either 
by boat or airplane or radio. Occasion- 
ally there is opportunity to go ashore 
for sight-seeking and for the purchase of 
unusual] gifts “made in Alaska” for the 
folks back home. There will also be 
a yisit overland to the foot of a real 
glacier, and an all-day rail trip in com- 
fortable railway coaches over the thrill- 
ing trail that was followed on foot by 
the gold seekers of '98 on their way to 
the headwaters of the Yukon River and 
to the Klondike. Along the steamer 
route, the 1956 Christian Fellowship 
Party will stop at such places as Prince 
Rupert, B. C.; Juneau, the capital of 
Alaska; Skagway, Wrangell, and Ketchi- 
kan, Alaska;- and Butedale, B. C., and 


they will cruise up the Gardner Canal - 


in British Columbia, a beautiful, natu- 
ral fiord where the scenery rivals that 
of Norway. 

The 1956 Tour to Alaska leaves by rail 
from Chicago on July 2, and will jn- 
clude a three-day stopover in Glacier 
and Waterton Lakes National Parks, an 
overnight side trip to Mt. Rainier, an 
overnight stay in Victoria, B. C., and 
sight-seeing time in Vancouver, B. C. 
The return to Chicago will be on July 
25. All along the way the members of 
the party will enjoy the comfort of first- 
class, modern hotels, excellent and well- 
prepared meals, and the safety of mod- 
ern Pullman cars and _ comfortable 
There will be no 
need for concern about train schedules, 
hotel accommodations, or baggage. These 
details will be handled by an expert 
railroad representative who will accom- 
pany the party. 

The Alaska Tour this year will be 
under the direction of Mr. John W. 
Lane, Jr., Associate Editor of THe SuN- 
pAY ScHOOL TIMEs, who has accompanied 
a number of earlier Christian Fellow- 
ship parties. Detailed information as to 
costs and accommodations and a descrip- 
tive itinerary folder wil] be sent to those 
who wish this information. Just ad- 
dress Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., Associate 
Editor, The Sunday School Times, 325 
N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 6. MAY 6. THE CONVERSION OF SAUL 
Acts 9:1-31; printed text, verses 1-6, 10-194 


Golden Text.—Ye have not chosen me, but | have chosen you, and ordained ew a ye should go and bring forth fruit, 
and that your fruit should remain.—John 15:1 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Acts 9:1 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and 
slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the 
high priest, 

2 And desired of him letters to Damascus to the syna- 
gogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they 
were men or women, he migbt bring them bound unto Jeru- 
salem. 

3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and sud- 
denly there shined round about him a light from heaven: 

4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto 
him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 

5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, 
I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to 
kick against the pricks. 

6 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, 
and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou 
must do. 


12 And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming 
in, and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his 
sight. 

13 Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many 


of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints al 
Jerusalem: . 

14 And here he hath authority from the chief priests to 
bind all that call on thy name. 

15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a 
chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gen- 
tiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: 

16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer 
for my name's sake. 

17 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house: 
and putting his hands on’ him said, Brother Saul, the Lord. 
even Jesus, that appeared unte thee in the way as thou 
camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, 
and be filled with the Holy Ghost, 








. 


10 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named 
Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And 


he said, Behold, I am here, Lord. 


11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the 
street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house 
of Judas for One called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he 


prayeth, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

N THIS week’s lesson the scene shifts 
I from Jerusalem to Damascus, a city 

of great antiquity. It was already 
an old city in the days of Abraham, and 
we remember that from there came 
Abraham’s faithful steward, Eliezer 
(Gen. 15:2). Later in history Damascus 
became the capital of Syria, and for a 
time was in league with the northern 
kingdom of Israel] against Assyria, and 
tried to force Judaea to be party to the 
alliance (Isa. 7:5, 6). On a visit to Da- 
mascus King Ahaz of Judah saw an altar 
which so intrigued him that he had a 
replica of it made for his own use in the 
Temple of Jerusalem (2 Kings 16:10-13), 
which thing became a snare to the peo- 
ple. In the first century of the Chris- 
tian Era, Damascus was still a flourish- 
ing city with a strong Jewish populace, 
as was apparent from the fact that there 
were several synagogues there. On more 
than one occasion Jews had fled to Da- 
mascus from Judaea, and it would appear 
that the same thing had happened when 
Saul of Tarsus was leading the bitter 
Persecution against the church in Jeru- 
salem, which of course, was a Jewish 


18 And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had 


was baptized. 


been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and 


19 And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. 
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church. Determined to follow his prey 
to their place of refuge, Sau) himself 
was taken captive by the One whose 
followers he was persecuting, and ever 
after delighted to call himself the bond- 
slave of Jesus Christ. 


Verse by Verse 
Acts 9:1.—“And Saul, yet breathing out 
. Slaughter ... went unto the high 
priest.” This action was in pursuance 
of Saul’s determination to root out the 
Christian “heresy” (8:3). The Greek 
translated “breathing out” really means 
“breathing in.” Persecution was as the 
breath of life to the raging heart of Saul. 


Verse 2.—“. . . letters to Damascus... 
that if he found any of this way... 
bring them bound unto Jerusalem.” 
Saul’s objective probably was to appre- 
hend those who had escaped from his 
clutches in Jerusalem and fled to Da- 
mascus. According to treaty rights with 
the Romans, the high priest could de- 
mand extradition of criminals who had 
fled:from Jerusalem. 


Verse 3.—“. and suddenly there 
shined round about him a light from 
heaven.” The light that suddenly beat 
upon him was “above the brightness of 
the sun” (26:13). To attribute it to the 
dazzling reflection of the sun from the 


white buildings of Damascus is to offer 
an insignificant cause for tremendous 
effects in Saul’s after life. 

Verse 4.—“And he . . . heard a voice 

- Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?” 
Saul is picked out from the whole com- 
pany, and personally addressed. The 
double address (“Saul, Saul”) is not un- 
usual in the speech of Jesus (Luke 10: 
41; 22:31). 

Verse 5.—“. . . Who art thou, Lord? 

. I am Jesus . . . the pricks.” Notice 
how Jesus identifies Himself with His 
persecuted saints. We owe the presence 
of the reference to the pricks (goads) 
here to Erasmus, who inserted it in his 
Greek text from the Latin Vulgate. The 
phrase is authentic, however, in 26:14. 
The goads were sharpened sticks used 
to scrape the earth off the plowshare, 
and also to prod on a slow or balking ox. 

Verse 6.—“. . . Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do?” The surrender of the 
will was immediate, but three days were 
to elapse before further instruction was. 
given. 

Verse 10.—“. . . a certain disciple . 
Ananias .. .” Ananias has no other title 
than “a disciple.” But he was “on call” 
to his Lord. 

Verse 11.—“. . . the street which is 
called Straight . . . the house of Judas 
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... Saul, of Tarsus: . .. he prayeth.” 
Straight Street is still there, a main 
thoroughfare, too. The house of Judas 
is (traditionally) near the west end of 
the street. Now we know what occupied 
Saul these three days—he was praying! 


Verse 12.—‘And hath seen in a vision 
... Ananias , . . putting his hand on 
him, that he might receive his sight.” 
Saul was thus prepared for the coming 
of Ananias, as Ananias had to be pre- 
pared for going to Saul! Compare with 
Cornelius and Peter (Acts 10). 


Verse 13.—“. . . I have heard ... how 
much evil he hath done to thy saints 

. 2”. Saul’s reputation had gone abroad, 
and it was not such as to give comfort 
to the followers of Jesus. 


Verse 14.—“. . . he hath authority ... 
to bind all that call on thy name.” It 
was known to the Christians that Saul 
had come armed with authority from 
the high priest. Perhaps someone in 
touch with officialdom, sympathetic with 
the Christians, had sent them warning. 


Verse 15.—“,.. he is a chosen vessel 
. .. to bear my name before the Gen- 
tiles ... kings ... . Israel.” The Lord 
overruled the objections of Ananias. The 
persecutor is “a chosen vessel,” and 
Ananias is given an indication. of the 
extent of the ministry which awaits the 
new convert, 

Verse 16.—“. . . great things he must 
suffer for my name’s sake.” He who 
had inflicted much suffering must himself 
tread the path of suffering for the Lord’s 
sake (2 Cor. 11:23-28). 

Verse 17.—“. .. Brother Saul, the Lord 

. hath sent me, that thou mightest 
receive thy sight, and be filled with the 
Holy Ghost.” He who was so lately a 
bitter foe is now “brother.” Ananias 
had a twofold ministry for Saul, physi- 
cal and spiritual. 

Verse 18—“‘And immediately ... he 
received sight ... and arose, and was 
baptized.” With sight restored, Saul 
takes the step which identified him with 
the One whom he had so hated. 

Verse 19.—‘And when he had received 
meat, he was strengthened .. .” A very 
practical touch. Compare Luke 8:55. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

They tell us that once a tiger has 
tasted human blood, it has an insatiable 
appetite for it, and becomes a man-eater. 
Saul of Tarsus, figuratively speaking, 
tasted Christian blood at the mar- 


tyrdom of Stephen, and became a man-. 


eating tiger in his insatiable persecution 
against the Church. 

But there is another explanation of 
his passionate zeal. He was not without 
qualms and doubts. His complacency in 
his Pharisaic position had doubtless been 
shaken by the unanswerable arguments of 
Stephen in the Synagogue of the Liber- 
tines, and the impressions made on him 
by the dying triumph of the martyr could 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
6. April 29.—The Church Reaches Out. 
Acts 8:4-40, 
Next Week’s Lesson 


7. May 13.—Preaching to the Gentiles. 
Acts 9:32 to 11:18 








not be easily erased. He was not so 
sure of himself. But when these doubt- 
ings and questionings would grip him, 
his Jewish pride and his Pharisaic prej- 
udices would be as goads, so he would 
seek to drown his uncertainty in more 
ardent persecution of the saints. 

All the time the great Head of the 
Church had His eye and His hand upon 
this seeming archenemy, so that when 
he was at the peak of his campaign of 
extermination, the Lord suddenly broke 
in upon him. Clothed with light above 
the brightness of the sun, He blinded 
Saul on the outskirts of Damascus. But 
although his physical eyes were blinded 
by the flash of heavenly light, yet Saul 
saw within that light the One whom he 
knew to be the Lord. In answer to his 
question, the Lord identified Himself as 
Jesus. ; 

Had one said to Saul of Tarsus one 
moment before that light from Heaven 
burst upon him, “Jesus of Nazarth is the 
Lord,” he doubtless would have rent 
his robe in horror of such blasphemy. 
Now it is different. To this One whose 
very glory told him that He was the 
Lord, and who introduced Himself as 
Jesus, Saul yielded in a complete sur- 
render of his will—“Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do?” From that mo- 
ment the very heart of his theology was, 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HERE did Saul begin his persecut- 
ing career? 

2. What authority did Saul carry with 
him to Damascus? 

3. What right did the high priest in 
Jerusalem have to order the arrest of 
people in Damascus? e 

4. How often is ‘the story of Saul’s 
conversion told in the New Testament? 

5. What was the difference between 
what Saul saw and what his companions 
saw? 

6. What was the difference between 
what Saul heard and what his compan- 
ions heard? 

7. In what home did Saul spend his 
first few days in Damascus? 

8. What was Saul’s condition during 
those days? 

9. What did the Lord tell Ananias 
about Saul’s future? 

10. What three things took place when 
Ananias came to see Saul? 


( Answers on page 334) 
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Jesus is Lord! Indeed, this is the heart 
of the Christian confession. Let us not 
forget that to Saul of Tarsus, the Lord 
meant “Jehovah,” the God of Abraham, 
and of Isaac, and of Jacob. 

The rest of the story flows naturally 
from this surrender and confession. The 
three days of fasting, the ministry of 
Ananias, the recovery of sight, the bap- 
tism, and the fullness of the Holy Spirit 
were the first items in his preparation 
for that ministry and suffering, of which 
the Lord spoke so clearly to Ananias. 

Never again does this Ananias appear 
in the sacred record. Apart from this 
one incident, he is one of God’s unknowns. 
Nevertheless, he is one of the celebrities 
of the church through that gracious and 
effective ministry that he performed on 
behalf of one who became the greatest 
of the apostles. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Saul’s murderous intent (Acts 9:1, 2) 
2. Saul’s sudden arrest (vs, 3-9) 

3. Saul’s humble instructor (vs. 10-16) 
4. Saul’s ready confession (vs. 17, 18) 


Topics for Development 


An Explanation. Men have sought ex- 
planation of this amazing incident in the 
life of Saul of Tarsus near Damascus. 
A favorite explanation among critics is 
that he had an attack of epilepsy, and 
all that he reported having seen and 
heard was simply the imagination of his 
temporarily unbalanced mind. One can 
surely answer that: it was indeed a 
blessed epilepsy that turned a bloodthirsty 
Saul of Tarsus into a mighty apostle! 
But we are not inclined to accept the 
explanation. A stroke of epilepsy is 
neither an appropriate nor an adequate 
cause of such an amazing transforma- 
tion, nor a worthy explanation of the 
great and potent life of the Apostle Paul. 
His own explanation is much more sat- 
isfactory, “Have I not seen Jesus Christ 
our Lord?” (1 Cor. 9:1.) 

Election. The New Testament teaches 
the freeness of the grace of God, and 
encourages us to make a bona fide offer 
of salvation to all men. At the same 
time the Bible makes clear that grace 
is sovereign, and in the conversion of 
Saul we have a remarkable example of 
it. There were others journeying with 
Saul. They all saw the light, they all 
heard the sound of a voice, they all fell 
on their faces. But that light was 
focused on Saul. He only was blinded 
by it, he only saw a presence in that 
light, he only heard ‘the words that the 
voice spoke, he only was brought into 
conversation with that glorious person, 
and had Him identified as Jesus. The 
vision in the light, and the message in 
the voice were both withheld from Saul’s 
companions, and sovereignly directed to 
him. It may constitute an intellectual 
difficulty for some; but not until we are 
able to hold in balance the freeness of 
grace, and the sovereignty of grace, have 
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Lesson for May 6 


we learned the true character of grace. 
It was our Lord who Himself said, “Come 
unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden” (Matt. 11:28), and also, 
“No man‘can come to me, except the 
Father which hath sent me draw him” 
(John 6:44). 


Practical . Applications 

What kind of air do you breathe— 
hate or love? (v. 1.) 

Conversion is an exceedingly personal 
matter. We are called by name (v, 4). 
We do not slip in with the crowd. 

The Lord suffers with His people (v. 
5). Are we willing to suffer with Him? 

If Jesus is Lord, our only true attitude 
is, “What wilt thou... ?” To seek our 
own will is to call ourselves Lord. 

Enemies become brothers when they 
meet in Christ (v. 17). 


We may not bear the name of the Lord 
before kings, but we may bear it be- 
fore our neighbor (v. 15). 


Golden Text 

John 15:16.—“Ye have not chosen me, 
but I have chosen you, and ordained you, 
that ye should go and bring forth fruit, 
and that your fruit should remain.” The 
apos¥les were not the only chosen ves- 
sels. Every believer is a chosen vessel, 
and the Lord has as definite a purpose 
for us as He had for Saul of Tarsus. 
Whatever our sphere, large or small, 
wide or narrow, we are appointed to 
bear abiding fruit for His Kingdom and 
glory. 

ELMHuRSsT, ILL. 

vw 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTeD HYMNS 
“Praise Him! Praise Him! Jesus Our 
Blessed Redeemer” 

“Since Jesus Came Into My Heart” 
“I've Wandered Far Away From God” 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Thou 

glorious and gracious God, our Father 
in Heaven, .we thank Thee for the many 
lives made new by the power of Jesus 
Christ, and especially for the miracle of 
Paul’s conversion. Let its message speak 
to our hearts today. Deliver us from 
resisting Thy strivings with us and make 
us willing to yield to Thee a trustful 
obedience. Make our lives beautiful 
with the Christian graces and useful in 
Serving the needs of others. Show Thy 
compassion and delivering power to all 
who are bound by sin and all who are 
sick or afflicted in other ways. Bless 
our land with true godliness, wise lead- 
ership, and divine protection from every 
foe. Speed the spread of the Gospel to 
every people and help us to do our part 
in sending out the message. Forgive 
our sins, cleanse our inmost being, and 
lead us in the paths of righteousness for 
Thy name’s sake. Amen, 
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After the Lesson.—A stubborn ox 
yoked to a plow may struggle and kick 
to be free, but it only brings him the 
painful prodding of the driver’s pointed 
goad till he submits. Saul’s rage against 
the Christians was a kicking against the 





TOP FIGHTING 


ART TRUSTING CHRIST 


goad God was, using to turn him to 
Christ. The death of Stephen and his 
prayer for his slayers probably aroused 
misgivings in Saul’s mind. Perhaps the 
Christians were right after all! To stifle 
such thoughts he redoubled his perse- 
cuting fury. His rage reflected a strug- 
gle going on in his own Sdul. Then it 
was the Lord Jesus arrested him by ap- 
pearing to Saul] in His risen glory. “It 
is hard for thee to kick against the 
pricks,” said the Saviour, in pitying love. 
And He still pities all those who make 
things hard for themselves by struggling 
against God’s goads. 

What are His goads? The warnings of 
the Bible, the pricking of conscience, the 
pleading of Christians, and the strivings 
of the Holy Spirit with our hearts. While 
we resist al] these we make ourselves 
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miserable. Our souls are in a tumult. 
There is no rest for the soul that kicks 
against the goads of God. And the same 
loving Christ who said to Saul, “It is 
hard for thee to kick against the pricks,” 
longs to see uS cease our struggling 
against Him and be free from the unrest 
of soul we bring upon ourselves. The 
way to inward peace and the way to 
noble usefulness is the way of trusting 
and obeying the Lord Jesus. Paul 
proved that, and so may we. 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Saul, yet breathing out threatenings 
and slaughter .. .” (Acts 9:1).—Saul 
lived, as it were, “in an atmosphere of 
threats and slaughter. It was the very 
air he breathed.” His own confession 
of this matter is: “Many of the saints 
did I shut up in prison . . . and when 
they were put to death, I gave my voice 
[or vote] against them. And I punished 
them oft in every synagogue, and com- 
pelled them to blaspheme; and being ex- 
ceedingly mad against them, I persecuted 


CHRIST COMMANDS! NOAGE LIMITS! 























































330 (10) 


them even unto strange cities” (Acts 26: 
10, 11). 

After his conversion, he became so ex- 
ceedingly fond of Christians that he 
~could honestly say, as he does, “I endure 
all things for the elect’s sake” (2 Tim. 
2:10). 

Scientists admit their utter inability 
to explain how a person can be com- 
pletely changed, in a moment of time, 
so to speak, from one way of life to 
its exact opposite. 

One night.a well-known physician, 
head of the psychiatric department of 
one of New York’s hospitals attended a 
service in a New York rescue mission 
He listened to the testimony of one con- 
verted man after another. The super- 
intendent of the mission asked the physi- 
cian if he would like to say anything. 

He said: “Tonight I have been given 
the opportunity to observe something I 


did not know existed anywhere. It has. 


been my privilege to listen to the testi- 
mony of men who were glad to witness 
to what Christ had done for them. I 
know nothing about that, but I confess 
I cannot otherwise explain what has 
taken place in their lives. A few of 
these men I recognize. AS drunkards, 
and even as dope fiends, some of them 
have come under my observation at the 
hospital. Had I been asked about and 
given a thought to their probable fate, 
I should have said that very likely they 
were in the potter’s field. Here they 
are, alive, well dressed, delivered, and 
in their right minds. I do not know how 
the miracle was wrought, but of one 
thing I am confident, nothing in science 
can account for this change in them. 
That kind of Gospel is worth preaching 
to anyone, anywhere!” 


“And he said, Who art thou, Lord 

. 2” (Acts 9:5).—Damascus is 160 miles 
from Jerusalem. Six days were usually 
spent on the journey. Saul was close 
to the city when the light “above the 
brightness of the sun” was seen, and the 
voice was heard. This “ravening wolf,” 
as Saul has been called, was about to 
become a “sheep” of the great, good, and 
chief Shepherd, so he is called by name; 
“Saul, Saul!” (John 10:3.) How must 
he have felt at hearing his name called 
from Heaven! And what a shock to be 
asked, “Why persecutest thou me?” 

It is not until we reach the Epistles 
that we have the doctrine of the identi- 
fication of Christ with His people; but 
it is here that Saul of Tarsus learned 
that whoever persecutes a believer, per- 
secutes the Lord Jesus Christ! John 
Newton says, “He hurt the body on earth, 
and the Head complained from Heaven.” 

What a surprise he received when the 
voice said, “I am Jesus whom thou per- 
secutest”! He was doing his utmost to 
silence every voice calling on that name. 
Now hearing it from Heaven, he learns 
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that Jesus was not an imposter, but actu- 
ally what He claimed to be--the Lord! 

I always feel sorry for persons who 
profess to be Christians, yet refuse— 
even with the New Testament in their 
hands—to confess Jesus as Lord. If they 
do not receive that revelation from the 
Word, while living, what an awful awak- 
ening will be theirs in eternity, when 
they shall in forced subjection confess 
Him Lord, without deliverance from 
their judgment! (Phil. 2:10; Matt. 7:22, 
23.) 

One preacher asked another: “How 
long have you been in the ministry?” 
“Eleven years,” the other replied. “May 
I ask you what are your views of the 
Lord Jesus Christ?” There was a little 
hesitation and flush, and the reply, “I 
have pondered the subject deeply, but 
have not exactly made up my mind.” 
Lifting up both hands in amazement, 
and with deep emotion, the first preacher 
ejaculated: “What! Eleven years a 
preacher and not to know what to think 
of Jesus Christ!” 


“Arise, and go into the city, and it 
shall be told thee what thou must do” 
(Acts 9:6).—Saul had been 100 per cent 
wrong in his thoughts of Jesus. All the 
time spent persecuting Him in His mem- 
bers was a criminal waste of time. What 
Was he to do? 

He obeyed the Lord and went into Da- 
mascus. He had three days of blindness 
because of the brightness of the light 
he had seen. He had three days of fast- 
ing, thinking, and praying before Ana- 
nias came to him. He needed that time 
for a review of his past, for confession 
to the Lord of his murderous actions, 
for an unfolding of the Lord’s will for 
him in the future. 

One writer says: “In those three days 
he evidently passed through a spiritual 
process of death and resurrection. The 
foundations were laid in his soul of that 
which later on he expressed thus, ‘I am 
crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me” (Gal. 
2:20). 


“Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus 
... sent me...” (Acts 9:17).—If Saul 
had been permitted to persecute the be- 
lievers in Damascus, this devout disciple, 
Ananias, would no doubt have been 
seized and tortured. It is evident from 
what Ananias said to the Lord in verses 
13 and 14 that he had his fears. The 
Lord brushed them all aside by assuring 
Ananias that Saul was one of His chosen 
vessels to bear His name “before the 
Gentiles, and kings, and the children of 
Israel.” Ananias then went in confidence 
to Saul, who had been “a blasphemer, 
and a persecutor, and injurious,” and ad- 
dressed him as “Brother Saul.” The 
“chief of sinners” had met the “Chief 
among myriads,” and was transformed 
into a defender of the faith! 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, if there were two hun- 

dred railroad tracks out there, and, 
on each track every moment, passed a 
freight train carrying fifty cars, each 
car holding fifty tons of water (maxi- 
mum load for a tank car), the two hun- 
dred trains with their ten thousand cars 
per minute would not be more than suffi- 
cient to carry away the water as fast 
as it tumbles over Niagara Falls. With 
crushing and destructive force that 
mighty volume plunges downward into 
a great stone bowl which it has carved 
out for itself so deep that if the Wool- 
worth Building were set down in it not 
more than half of it would show above 
the top of the Falls. Engineers have 
estimated the total energy of Niagara 
Falls at sixteen million horsepower. | 

Fellows, I think of the life of Saul of 
Tarsus, afterward known as the Apostle 
Paul, as somewhat like the Niagara 
River. The great river flows majestically, 
uninterruptedly, more-than half of its 
length, having a fall of not more than 
twenty feet in twenty-two miles. Then 
suddenly something happens. Something 
tremendously tragic and startling Hap- 
pens. It plunges headlong overa precipice. 
Hereis power gonemad. Saul, the Pharisee, 
the scholar, the zealot—the colossal mind 
—sweeping everything before him like an 
irresistible tide, riding upon the crest of 
power, haling men and women to prison, 
breathing out threatenings and slaugh- 
ter, and making havoc of the church 
of Jesus Christ, fell headlong to the 
earth, as a blinding light burst forth 
from Heaven and the voice of the Lord 
sounded in his ears—the “still small 
voice,” yet mightier than the roar of 
any cataract. 

“Who art thou, Lord?” “I am Jesus 
whom thou persecutest.” “Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do?” Saul’s con- 
version was complete. Convert means 
“to turn about.” It means reversing and 
going in the opposite direction; not to 
be robbed of one’s powers, but to have 
those powers diverted into another and 
an entirely different channel.. 

Look again at the Falls—that great 
destructive mass tumbling over the cliff, 
beating rocks to pieces, and slashing 
gigantic gorges in its course. What is 
happening? Science is harnessing the 
power of the cataract, and with it pro- 
ducing light and heat and power for the 
cities of Canada and the United States. 
Darkness is dispelled, warmth takes the 
place of chill, the wheels of industry 
are humming, and men and women are 
enabled to live and make bread for their 
little ones, because of the conversion of 
a mighty force into life-giving useful- 
ness. 

Fellows, some people seem to think 
that to accept Christ as the Master of 
their lives means to take away or para- 
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lyze their powers—to deprive them of 
some special activeness they possess, and 
which they shrink from giving up. Bless 
you, there could not be a worse mis- 
take. To accept Christ means to have 
those same powers, even though they 
might have been devoted to evil, now 
turned into channels of finest, highest 
service—the kind of service that really 
satisfies the cravings of the human heart. 

I see a boy who, because he is of an 
intensely sociable disposition, seeks the 
companionship of a gang of fellows 
around the loafing places and pool rooms 
in the evenings. Touched by the Spirit 
of Christ, those social qualities will be 
even more enthusiastically devoted to 
winning other young people into Chris- 
tian life and service. 

I see a young fellow with an un- 
broken will, glorying in his freedom, 
as he sees it, to resist the counsels of 
wiser ones against his evil habits, ciga- 
rettes, liquor, or any other destructive 
thing that may have gotten into his life. 
That same will power, that same stub- 
bornness, touched by the power of 
Christ becomes the rock-ribbed stead- 
fastness. that has enabled men to put 
through great achievements for God. 

I see a boy who can invent much 
devilment and get himself and others 
into an almost incredible amount of 
trouble and sorrow. It might be the 
judgment of some that “killing is the 
only thing good for him,” but, touched 
by the spirit of Jesus, that boy becomes 
a veritable genius for.doing effective 
things to promote the Kingdom of God 
—and: no fellow in the community is 
happier than he. He throbs with the 
joy of living. 

No, fellows, you don’t turn a river 
back upstream to convert it; you simply 
harness it, and its powers flow on, but 
for good and not destruction. If you 
want to be a power that blesses wher- 
ever it touches, and dashes back into 
your own heart the spray of the salt 
and the tang of the fresh morning air, 
hear today the voice of your Master, and 
quickly answer, “Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do?” 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C, 
we 


My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ET’S begin today with the story of 

“The Broken Vase.” In order for 
a story to be interesting, something must 
happen in it. After Mary tells her story. 
let us see if we can list on the black- 
board the things that happened. (Olive 
disobeyed her mother. She accidentally 
broke the vase. She tried to put it 
together again. She lied to her mother, 
and tried to blame the breaking of the 
vase on the cat. She got punished. She 
got saved.) Very good. When you're 


preparing to tell a story, it is a good 
idea to make a list of the things that 
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happened in it, just as we have done 
here on the blackboard. What lesson 
does this story teach? (We shouldn't 
try to hide our sins.) Right. This story 
brings out the truth of the verse we are 
to learn this morning. 

A story, to deserve a place in the Sun- 
day school, should teach a lesson, not 
just-any lesson, but one related to some- 
thing you are going to teach that par- 
ticular day. This morning we are to 
learn the fourth verse on our Scripture 
Catechism card: “He that covereth his 
sins shall not prosper: but whoso con- 
fesseth and forsaketh them shall have 
mercy” (Prov. 28:13). Let us silently 
study this verse for three minutes and 
then see if we can say it without look- 
ing at our cards. j 

Our story today was about a liftle girl 
who got saved. Our Bible story is about 
the conversion of the Apostle Paul. What 
have we learned about him earlier in 
Acts? (He consented to having Stephen 
stoned to death. He persecuted other 
Christians.) Right. His conversion was 
so striking that it is described three 
times over in the Bible. It is striking 
in two ways: (1) How it took place. (2) 
The result. Paul was converted in a 
more unusual and startling way than 
any other person. And the result, as 
one Bible teacher puts it, was the chang- 
ing of a savage wolf into a kind sheep 
dog. 

The young man, Saul of Tarsus, 
seemed headed for a brilliant career in 
this world. He came of an important 
family who _ were strict Pharisees, 
greatly respected by the other Jews. His 
parents were also Roman citizens, with 
all the rights and privileges that meant. 
A person either had to buy that honor 
at enormous cost or else to render some 
outstanding service to the Empire. We 
do not know which way Saul’s father 
became a Roman citizen, but we know 
that he was, because Pau] stated that 
he was “free born.” Paul was well edu- 
cated, having studied under Gamaliel, 
the greatest Jewish teacher of that time. 
From Acts 5:34 we learn that Gamaliel 
was a member of the Sanhedrin, a doc- 
tor of the Law, and in high reputation 
among all the people. We see, too, that 
his words had great influence. When 
the members of the Sanhedrin wanted 
to kill Peter and John, Gamaliel stood 
up and advised them against it. He 
said that if Peter’s message was of men, 
it would come to nothing, but if it was 
of God they could not overthrow it. To 
this the ‘Sanhedrin agreed, and con- 
tented themselves with beating Peter 
and John before letting them go. 

Saul of Tarsus was probably expected 
to’ take Gamaliel’s place some day, as 
the most brilliant Jewish teacher in the 
nation, but God had other plans for 
him. At this time he had a great hatred 
of Christianity. He did not get that 
from Gamaliel, as we have just seen. 
Where, then, did he get it? It is thought 
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that he was enraged, because he had 
been convicted of sin. Stephen’s dying 
address was intended to convict the Jews 
of their awful sin in rejecting and cru- 
cifying their- Messiah. Saul had heard 
Stephen's last words praying that his 
murderers might be forgiven, yet he 
hardened his heart and became the 
greatest persecutor of, the early church, 
He wasn’t sent to Damascus to stamp 
out Christianity, he asked the high 
priest for permission to do this, which 
was of course readily granted. At the 
beginning of our lesson, then, fiery 
young Saul of Tarsus is going to Da- 
mascus, eager to stamp out the very 
name of Christ, no matter how many 
people he might have to have killed so 
as to accomplish this. 

Now let us read Acts 9:1-9. To be 
converted means to be turned around; to 
go the opposite way. How suddenly Paul 
was converted! He was traveling toward 
Damascus hating the very name of Jesus, 
and in less than five minutes he wes 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


THE CONVERSION 
OF SACL 


« Py) 
, - & 9°42 































332 (12) 


saying to that same Jesus, “Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do?” The blinding 
light, the actual voice of the Son of God, 
and His words, “Saul, Saul, why per- 
secutest thou me?” shocked him so that 
he was unable to eat or drink for three 
days, and he was blinded until] God re- 
stored his sight. He evidently saw the 
risen Lord at this time also. Notice that 
Ananias said to him, “The Lord, even 
Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the 
way as thou camest, hath sent me, that 
thou mightest receive thy sight, and be 
filled with the Holy Ghost,” 

From verses 10-19 we learn that Saul 
of Tarsus was so thoroughly converted 
that he was immediately ready to con- 
fess Christ, first in the ordinance of bap- 
tism, then by preaching in the syna- 
gogues that Jesus was the Son of God. 
He knew well that the Jews would re- 
sent this, and that his rightabout-face, 
and open confession of the Saviour 
meant forfeiting all his life ambitions, 
which were tied up with Judaism in 
opposition to Christianity. He soon re- 
alized that it would endanger his own 
life, but he fearlessly confessed Christ 
anyway. He let everyone know that 
he was one hundred per cent for the 
Lord Jesus, whose name he had been 
trying to stamp out. 

There aré some folks in our Sunday 
school who have never yet confessed 
Christ in this open way, They attend 
regularly and say they are saved, yet 
their friends outside the church have no 
idea that they possess new life in Christ. 
If they would tell all their friends what 
Christ has done for them, they would 
find new joy in Him and might be the 
méans of winning others to the Saviour. 
This open confession of the Lord Jesus 
might cost worldly popularity, but the 
Apostle Paul was willing to give up 
everything for Christ. Are we? 


This quarter we are going to use the Scrip- 
ture Catechism Card, “Sin,” for memory work 
(20 cents a dozen), and the accompanying 
book, “The Wrong Road” (50 cents, postpaid). 
These may be ordered from Miss V. D. Gun- 
derson, Box 717, Ferndale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
w 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
None Other Name.—And as he jour- 

neyed, he came near Damascus: and sud- 
denly there shined round about him a 
light from heaven (Acts 9:3). Some 
time ago'a merchant in London was led 
to see himself a sinner. This convic- 
tion led him to try to find a Saviour. 
His earnest desire was to have his soul 
saved. He began to do things to try to 
save himself, like going to church. Then 
one day on the streets of London he 
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heard a blind man reading aloud from 
a Bible these words: “Neither is there 
salvation in any other: for there is none 
other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved.” “None 
other name”—the words kept ringing in 
his ears. Then he said to himself: “I 
have been trying to save myself, think- 
ing that praying and reading the Bible 
and going to church would save me, but 
it is only Jesus who can save.” Then 
with the simple faith of a little child he 
asked Jesus to save him. Only then did 
he find peace in believing.—From Bright 
Words. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, 
Can. 


“It Kicks Me.”—lIt is hard for thee to 
kick against the pricks (Acts 9:5). A 
missiogary in India told of a Brahman 
priest Who listened to the preaching of 
the Gospel. He was given a Telugu Tes- 
tament and he promised to read it. He 
read it for a month, then said to the 
missionary in the Telugu language: “I 
wish you to take the Book back. As I 
read it, it kicks me, and makes me feel 
very unhappy.”—From the King’s Busi- 
ness. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, East- 
bourne, Sussex, Eng. 


Tell What He Did for You.—Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do? (Acts 
9:6.) On arrival in my home town from 
college, I proceeded at once to the par- 
sonage, and gave to our Pastor Roe a 
pretty fervid account of my new Chris- 
tian awakening. He took the deepest 
interest in my account, meanwhile writ- 
ing down a list of names. Then handing 
me the notebook, he remarked: “I have 
here a long list of names of young peo- 
ple of the town, mostly unconverted. 
Now take this list and see what you can 
do. Just go about and tell them what 
the Lord has done for your own soul.” 
Such work was new to me, but I dared 
not flinch. The first young woman I vis- 
ited, a special friend of mine, was con- 
verted that very day. She ran to a 
friend of hers, and that night she yielded 
her life to Christ. Then the two went 
to others, and within a week a whole 
class of young women in the Sunday 
school were brought in a way that stir- 
red the whole church and some in other 
churches.—From “From Romance to Re- 
ality,” by Henry Clay Mabie.. Sent by 
the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Converted Jews.—He is a chosen ves- 
sel unto me, to bear my name before 
the Gentiles (Acts 9:15). A gentleman in 
London had been to a rendering of Men- 
delssohn’s “St. Paul.” Returging home 
on the Underground Railway, he entered 
into conversation with a man traveling 
in the same car. The man said, “I don’t 
believe there is such a thing as a con- 
verted Jew. I have never seen one.” The 
other replied, “That is strange. I have just 
been listening to an oratorio about a 
converted Jew, composed by Mendels- 
sohn, another converted Jew, and now 
you have met and spoken with a con- 
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verted Jew, for I am one myself.”—From 
The Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Southport,’ Eng. Prize illus- 
tration. 


It Is the Oil That Gives the Light.— 
Filled with the Holy Ghost (Acts 9:17). 
What a sermon there is in a wick! Sit 
down beside it, and ask how it dares 
hope that it can supply light for hours 
and hours to come. “Will you not soon 
burn to an end, you wick of a lamp?” 
“No, I do not fear it, since the light 
burns on me. I only bear to it the oil 
which saturates my texture. I am but 
the ladder up which it climbs.” It is not 
I, but the oi] that is in me, that furnishes 
the light..—From the Daily Devotional 
Commentary. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


When Earthly Lights Are Dimmed.— 
There fell from his eyes as it had been 
scales: and he received sight (Acts 9: 
18). The astronomer, Professor Lewis 
Swift, was at one time in charge of 
Warner Observatory of Rochester. There 
was in Rochester a sculptor named 
Mundy, who was nearly blind. Dr. Swift 
determined to make him see a star once 
more., It was winter and magnificent 
Sirius, brightest of all the fixed stars, 
was shining in the south. Dr. Swift 
took Mundy intq a dark alley, set up 
the instrument, trained it on Sirius, and 
bade the sculptor look. He reported that 
he could ‘not see a thing. Then Swift 
observed that a street lamp was burning 
at the corner of the alley. He suspected 
that even its feeble light was blurring 
what was left of his friend’s sight. He 
ran and turned it out to perfect the 
darkness. Then he had Mundy look 
again through the telescope. It was a 
thrilling moment+when the eye that so 
long had seen little of earth and nothing 
of heaven received the flood of light 
from above. In rapture he exclaimed: 
“I see it! I see it!’ Before one receives 
heavenly vision, God often has to de- 
prive him of all earthly lights on which 
he has depended. When once the mind 
is set on the things above, there breaks 
in that light which brings joy eternal. 
—From “Illustrations for Preachers and 
Speakers,” by Keith L. Brooks. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


The Ninefold Fruit of the Spirit—yYe 
have not chosen me, but I have chosen 
you, and ordained you, that ye should 
go and bring forth fruit, and that your 
fruit should remain (John 15:16, Golden 
Text). What fruit is this? Other sin- 
ners won for the Saviour? Probably: 
but certainly “the fruit of the Spirit is 
love.” As Murray McCheyne wrote: 

Chosen not for good in me, 

Wakened up from wrath to flee, 

Hidden in the Saviour’s side, 

By the Spirit sanctified, 

Teach me, Lord, on earth to show, 

By my love, how much I owe, 

—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 
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Lesson for May 6 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 

When Pau! Met Jesus 

(Acts 9:1-6, 19b-22, 31) 
TEPHEN was dead. Peter and John 
were perhaps in hiding somewhere 
around Jerusalem. The ordinary Chris- 
tians were jailed or punished until prac- 
tically all of them had left Jerusalem to 
live in other towns or cities of Judea 
and Samaria. Philip was preaching 
throughout Judea and Samaria, and set- 
tled in Caesarea. Some had even gone 

as far as Damascus in Syria. 

Young Saul had been especially en- 
thusiastic about getting every Christian 
in Jerusalem. He had made a house-to- 
house canvass, and, of course, a Chris- 
tian would not lie about being a Chris- 
tian! Now the Christians were in prison 
or gone. What next could he do? He 
had heard there was a good group of 
Christians in Damascus. He would get 
them, too, until this wicked—as he 
thought—religion was stamped out! 
Carrying letters of permission from the 
high priest in Jerusalem to the Jews of 
Damascus, he set off with some men. 
He’d bring those Christians in Damascus 
back to Jerusalem handcuffed for trial! 

But he found out something he did 
not know before! “The Lord is risen 
indeed.” Stephen was not lying when 
he said he saw Him in Glory at God’s 
right hand! Did you read Acts 9 care- 
fully enough so you can tell Saul’s story? 
Four of you may tell it in four chapters: 
(1) Meeting the Lord on the Way; (2) 
Ananias in Damascus; (3) A New 
Preacher and ‘a Basket; (4) Friends and 
Enemies in Jerusalem. 

Now let us pretend this figure is Saul, 
and follow his travels on the map. (Use 
a stand-up figure on a table map, as 
in previous lessons, and allow different 
pupils to move it and briefly review the 
main incidents from Jerusalem to Da- 
mascus, back to Jerusalem, on to Caes- 
area and Tarsus.) Tarsus was his home 
town. There he could tell his own folks 
about the Lord Jesus Christ, his Saviour. 
Oh, I am sure he did not keep it a se- 
cret, for one time he wrote these words: 
“I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth” 
(Rom, 1:16, Memory Verse). 

One way to memorize a verse such as 
this is to divide it into several sections 
short enough to be easily kept in mind. 
Divide the class into four groups, even 
if there is only one in a group. Have 
Group One repeat several times: “I am 
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ.” 
Continue with Group Two: “for it is 
the power of God unto salvation”; 
Group Three: “to every one that be- 
lieveth”; and Group Four, the reference: 


. Romans 1:16, Then have the four groups 


each give their contributions in order, 
then all in unison, finally individually. 
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Could you say this verse and mean it, 
as Saul did? (He was called Paul in 
those days, and that is what we usually 
call him now.) At home tell this story 
about him and the Lerd Jesus. Keep 
praying that your daddy or mother or 
whoever is not a Christian will come ‘to 
see that “the Lord is risen indeed,” and 
believe in Him, as Paul did. Then don’t 
forget that you must live a witness for 
the Lord, as well as say it! Even if you 
suffer a little as Stephen and Paul did 
much, keep on showing your love. That 
all makes me think of our Memory 
Verses this quarter. Can you say them 
all? These words will help you remem- 
ber them: risen, witnesses, Obey, suffer, 
love, not ashamed. 

You read some about Peter in chapter 
9. Next time we will see what he is 
doing while Saul-Paul is in Tarsus, You 
might read again about Peter in Acts 
9:32, then go on through chapter 10 to 
chapter 11:18. Peter learned a brand- 
new idea! You may learn.a lot, too, if 
you read carefully and try to remember 
the stories! 

Orono, MAINE, é 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OMEONE has said that children re- 

member ten per cent of what they 
hear; fifty per cent of what they see 
and hear; seventy per cent of what they 
see, hear, and say; and ninety per cent 
of what they see, hear, say, and do. Long 
ago the Prophet Jeremiah recorded in 
his Lamentations, “Mine eye affecteth 
mine heart” (3:51). And we know it to 
be true; the things we see do affect our 
hearts. That is why we use visual aid 
in teaching. Children remember five 
times more of what they see and hear, 
than of what they hear only. 

It is important, however, that we give 
them opportunity to use still another 
medium in the learning process. We 
must let them say some of the lesson. 
Every week the preceding lesson should 
be reviewed by the.children themselves. 
This may be done in the worship service. 
Or, if you prefer, it may be tied in with 
the present lesson. You, Teacher, must 
seek ways of making this review both 
interesting and instructive. Sometimes 
the lesson may be re-enacted by your 


,boys and girls. On other occasions, per- 


mit them to use your very own flannel- 
graph figures and scenery for retelling 
the lesson story. (You will be delighted 
and surprised to hear how ‘they quote 
you verbatim!) Clothespins, dressed to 
represent various characters of a lesson, 
can be effectively used for the review. 
Tell the children, whom each clothespin 
represents. (This will help them to re- 
member about whom the lesson was 
centered.) Be sure to let them hanule 
the clothespin men. Another method of 
review is to set up a little village to 
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represent a town of Bible days. This 
should be of the sandbox variety. Use 
the bottom of a large cardboard carton, 
allowing two inches of the four sides to 
form a border. Pipe-cleaner stick fig- 
ures can move about the village easily 
and the children themselves wil! love 
reproducing the lesson-of-the-week-be- 
fore in this way. 

If you use these four suggestions, why 
not alternate them, having a different 
one each Sunday of the month? Inci- 
dentally, if you will have the review- 
aids on hand before Sunday schoo] be- 
gins, the early comers will be able to 
use them. Soon they will want to be 
there early! 

Obviously, in the reviewing sugges- 
tions just given, we are using both the 
saying and the doing process. But these 
same things must be utilized when the 
lesson is first taught. How can this be 
done? Thought-provoking questions 
may be asked at the conclusion of the 
Story. (Never, however, interrupt your 
story by asking questions.) Children 
may be given little notebooks in which, 
at the conclusion of each lesson, they 
follow your suggestion for that day. This, 
too, must be varied, Sometimes the chil- 
dren will illustrate the lesson with little 
stick men. Other times they will print 
out a sentence that was the most im- 
portant in the lesson. The memory verse 
often lends itself to vistalization. Let 
the children visualize it in their note- 
books as you did on the blackboard or 
flannel board. Allow the children to 
take their notebooks home after a month 
or two (no longer). 

By using the ear-gate, eye-gate, mouth- 
gate, and hand-gate, we have multiplied 
our teaching by four. No wonder the 
children remember so much more than 
if they heard only! 

Today’s lesson, though familiar to us, 
will be brand new to many of our Pri- 
maries. The story itself is exciting. 
Bring out all the element of suspense 
that there is: (1) Saul’s persecuting the 
Christians. (2) His going to the high 
priest to get letters granting him per- 
mission to. capture any Christians that 
he might find in Damascus and bring- 
ing them to Jerusalem to be imprisoned. 


(3) The blinding light; the voice from ’ 


Heaven; the fact that his very name 
was known by the voice; Saul’s imme- 
diate change. (4) The days of waiting— 
in blindness—until the Lord sent some- 
one to restore his sight. (5) The climax, 
of course, showing that Saul (whose 
name was changed to Paul) became one 
of the greatest Christians. 

The story is so exciting that you do 
not need to have elaborate scenery or 
flannelgraph figures. You may use a 
blackboard and draw a line for the hori- 
zon and a roadway. Stick figures will 
serve the purpose. A few light rays 
coming down from the top will repre- 
sent the vice from Heaven. A room 
scene may be drawn by making a square 
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in the center of your blackboard and 
drawing a straight line from each cor- 
ner to the corresponding corner of the 
blackboard. A doorway and a window 
or two will complete the room interior. 
Your chi'dren, too, will be able to draw 
the same scenes in their notebooks. 
LANCASTER, PA. 
% 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 328) 
1. At the death of Stephen (Acts 7:58). 
2. Letters from the high priest (9:1, 2). 


3. The Romans had granted the Jews 
the power of extradition in the case of 
criminals who had fled from Jewish ter- 
ritory. 


4. Three times (9:1-19; 22:3-16; 26:12- 
18). : 


5. Saul saw Jesus in the light, while 
his companions saw only the light (22: 
9). 


6. Saul heard the actual words, but 
the companions heamj only the sound (9: 
7; 22:9). 


7. The home of Judas on Straight 
Street (v. 11). 


8. Blind, and fasting (vs. 8, 9). 


9. The scope of his ministry, and his 
sufferings (vs, 15, 16). 


10. He received his sight, he was filled 
with the Holy Spirit, and he was bap- 
tized (vs. 17, 18). ' 

ELMuurRst, ILL. 

: w 


The Repentance of Saints 
(Continued from second page) 


whom thou seekest! Thou dravest love 
from thee, who dravest Me!” 

What a change! The One from whose 
awful presence David had fled was the 
One in whom he now hid. Conscious of 
God only, and keenly sin-conscious— 
“My sin is ever before me” (v, 3)—the 
psalmist saw God only, not Uriah or 
anyone else, as the One sinned against. 
In verse 4 David justified God ds abso- 
lutely righteous in His judgment of His 
servant’s sin, 


THE YEARNING FOR PURITY 

The movement of the Psalm in verses 
5 to 12 now indicates a deepening of this 
experience of repentance in himself. 
What soil had nurtured this tragic 
growth of poison fruit? Were his cir- 
cumstances, his neighbors, his enemies 
the cause? Still being taught of God, 
he declared another truth, “Behold, I 
was shapen in iniquity” (v. 5). The 
psalmist did not blame Adam. He saw 
that he was born with a heart and nature 
prone to evi] and representative of the 
entire race! And now he cries, not for 
mercy, but for inner renovation. “Be- 
hold,” he exclaims twice!’ As it were, 
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“Behold my natural condition.”* Like- 
wise, “Behold what God wants to do 
for me” Greatly encouraged by the 
realization that God wants him to be in- 
wardly pure, and can make him thus 
pure, he co-operates with this divine 
yearning, and resumes his vigorous pray- 
ing. ‘Purge me,” “wash me,” “blot out,” 
he pleads.” The force of his language 
amounts in meaning to this, “Lord, tram- 
ple this filth from the very fibers of my 
being.” He practically prays, “Un-sin me, 
O Lord.” : 

Already David has intimations of new 
joy and gladness, the blessed portion of 
“the man unto whom the Lord imputeth 
not iniquity” (Psa. 32:2; Rom. 4:6). The 
six specific petitions in verses 10-12 trace 
the ascent of David’s steps back to the 
pure, spiritual atmosphere of fellow- 
ship with the ungrieved God. Happi- 
ness thrives in the heights of the moun- 
tain of God’s holiness. 


THE QUALIFICATION FOR POWER 


The Psalm began with David's seeing 
God as the Person essentially offended 
and dishonored. Then he went on to 
show that his sin had affected him dis- 
astrously. As always, sin’s evil results 
had gone still further. Nathan told Da- 
vid that his unholy deed had caused the 
name of God to be blasphemed among 
the Gentiles (2 Sam, 12:14). Inevitably 
therefore others had been caused to 
stumble. From whence then did David 
derive this humble, holy confidence that 
enabled him to announce, “Then will I 
teach transgressors thy ways; and sin- 
ners shall be converted unto thee”? (Psa. 
51:13.) 

Dr. Charles G. Trumbull, an es- 
teemed former Editor of THE SuNDAY 
ScHooL TIMEs, commenting in his book, 
“Taking Men Alive,”1 on God’s not be- 
ing able to use again “the bird with the 
broken wing,” said this, “God cannot 
use a man until he is broken” [italics 
ours]. Of course he was not advocat- 
ing evil “that good may come of it.” 
Such sin is daring, neither wanting nor 
getting repentance. But David—he had 
sinned grievously, but not presumptu- 
ously. He disobeyed by staying at home 
in .Jerusalem. Then he became the 
Devil’s plaything. But David was genu- 
inely contrite over his sin. He had hurt 
God, he hated himself for it, and he 
deeply repented. Who could instruct 
another poor sinner with better effect 
than this much-forgiven, broken man? 
The case of the broken, sinful woman 
and proud, cold Simon the Pharisee as 
told in Luke 7 seems to illustrate this 
principle. 

THE PINNACLE OF PRAISE 

Our theme has been built up through 

successive stages. The broad base is 


that indispensable relationship of right- 
ness with God through His pardoning 





'Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., 
$1.75. 
« 


Ce Qe ahem aus ce .. 

















wewMeieewewem*s 





Lesson for May 6 


grace. The next phase is David’s closer 
intimacy of fellowship with his Beloved 
resulting from his God-given and God- 
granted desire to be pure in the heart 
and in the inward parts. 
purified, he realizes that through such 
holy fellowship he is newly empowered 
to go to souls still in the miry clay from 
whence he has been lifted. Still de- 
pending completely on his Lord, David 
cries,. “Open thou my lips; and my 
mouth shall shew forth thy praise” (v. 
15). It is the pinnacle of this recon- 
struction work God has wrought in His 
servant's life. David has decreased, but 
God has increased. David has a new 
song in his mouth, “even praise unto 
our God: many shall see it, and fear, 
and shall trust in the Lord” (Psa. 40:3). 

Then David went back to the place 
where he had left the path of obedience 
to the will of God. “David ... went 
to Rabbah, and fought against it, and 
took it” (2 Sam. 12:29). 

\To be continued) 


Teacher Training 
(Continued from page 326) 


out. Then get the measure of His bold- 
ness. ‘He knows He is trampling some 
of their choicest prejudices beneath His 
feet. But He walks straight on. He 
doesn’t flinch an instant, or swerve an 
inch. But study Him just here. He is 
not wanton or rude. He is strong and 
firm; but it is only mercy; only pure, 
benignant grace. Still He is sharp. His 
words are as a knife. They cut to the 
nerve. And He is true. He exactly in- 
dicates their fault. And He makes it 
glare. And He is strong. They cannot 
reply. Here is a place to meditate. 
Learn the art. Think intently upon this 
plain and quiet illustration of your Mas- 
ter’s method. Here is teacher-training. 
Here is normal work. Here is pedagogy, 
plain and pure. 

3. Studies in combination. 

(a) Try to turn upon those Pharisees, 
in one flash, all the light of this lesson. 
It is not easy; but it will pay. As they 
came in and took their places in the 
presence of the Lord, they were wary 
and ardént, but mute—the silence of the 
spy. As the little conference ends, they 
are still mute, but dogged and dumb— 
the silence of the convict and the dolt. 
Keep scanning them. Get your picture 
vivid. 

(b) Try to blend the traits of Christ, 
as a teacher. His mildness, insight, force 
—and all so spiritua] and free and pure. 
Work at this. You face a radiant soul. 

(c) Make a place for the joy and song 
of the sick man healed. In fact, his 
presence fixes the, center of the scene. 
Show how every thought and act articu- 
late here. 

(To be continued) 


Pardoned and ° 
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Children 1 at Home 
Karuki’s Badge 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


ARUKI walked through his village, 

kicking up the dust as he went 
along, until he reached the outskirts of 
the wooded section near his African 
home. 

He wanted to be alone, for his mind 
was in confusion. Kabale, his greatest 
friend and school chum, had suddenly 
run away to the town of Nairobi, where 
he had joined the secret society called 
the Mau-Mau Society. Having gotten 
into trouble with the police he had come 
back and was now urging all the bigger 
boys to join this very bad society. It 
was not only against all law’and order, 
but especially against the Christian re- 
ligion and all Europeans. Karuki had 
listened to his friend’s words, and, al- 
though he had been brought up in a 
Christian home, he felt that some of the 
things Kabale said were true of certain 
white people. His father had once been 
treated very unjustly by a European 
employer, and there were others who 
had told tales of fines and punishments 
that were much too harsh. 

Yet he could not forget the white mis- 
Sionary who regularly visited his vil- 
lage school and was always Kind and just 
to everyone. He also remembered that 
his littie sister owed her very life to 
the skill and care of the white doctor 
and nurses at the mission hospital to 
which her father had taken her when 
she was near to dying. He knew with 
what wonderful love and kindness she 
had been nursed back to health, and how 
ali had done their very utmost to help 
her in every way, 

When Kabale said, “Give up being a 
Jesus believer, and join our society so 
that you will be a loyal African,” Karuki 
had refused to do so. 

“Perhaps I will soon,” he said, “but 
I will think it over first.” Whenever 
Kabale begged him to come to their 
secret meetings he had made excuses. 

Even though Karuki had been brought 
up in a Christian home, he had accepted 
his faith as a matter of course and had 
never definitely given himself to his 
Saviour. 

As he now walked aimlessly along he 
met a young man who was a member 
of the little church. 

“I do wish you’d come with me to- 
night,” he said. “We have a little meet- 
ing at old Mungo’s hut and I’m sure you 
would enjoy it, Karuki. Do corhe.” 

Karuki agreed, for he thought it might 
help him to decidé whether to take sides 
with Kabale or not. 

He was never to forget that little gath- 


‘ering held under the shadow of great per- 


secution and suffering. -The old African 
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«FLANNEL BOARD BACKGROUNDS » 


Send $1 for fine quality 27 x 36 inch basic outdoor 
scene. Write for catalog. Also DVBS materials. 
Bible and Gift Shop, 143 Fourth Avenue, N., Wiscon- 
sin Rapids, Wisconsin. 








HIGLEY’S S. S. 
LESSONS FOR ALL 
AGES, MAKES 


BIBLE STUDY A 
FAMILY AFFAIR 





FAMOUS POCKET 


Higley’s QUARTERLIES 


@ Based on International Uniform 

Nig Lessons with separate Quarterlies or 

scuoet Workbooks for Beginner, Junior, Pri- 

mary, Intermediate-Senior and Adult 

departments. Story papers and full 
line of visual aids. 


PROMOTES BIBLE STUDY 


Everybody likes their handy size and 
the quickly read and aon uo 
lesson material — no ‘filler’-— 68 pages, 
over 25,000 words. Surprisingly low 
cost. Make comparison with HIGLEY’S 
before ordering your next lessons. 


its ; Write for full details 
Get our big catalog of plete S. S. Supplie, 
THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept. C-7, Butler, ind. 




















GOSPEL CALENDAR CARD 
iit Ideal Witness Opportunity to 
those constantly referring to dates 
BUSINESS MEN * MILITARY MEN 
POLITICIANS * HOSPITALS * JAILS 


BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND 
BOX 888 - AKRON 9 OHIO 










Messengers of the New Covenant, Inc. 
Newark, New Jersey 
“*] send thee to thevchildren of Israel.’’ Ezek. 2:3 
The Gospel of God’s grace to dense population of 
Jews, spread by visiting, radio, distribution of Scrip- 
tures and literature. Hive copy of booklet, ““The 
Lost Sheep of the House of Israel.” Your prayers 
earnestly desired. 
Rev. Isaac Finestone, General Director 
John Binns, President 
109 Treacy Avenue Se Newark 8, N. J, 


PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
lly 4.4.4.2. 


¢ « EARLY DELIVERY - - 
WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 


















FACULTY SECRETARY 


Secretary, with college and Biblical train- 
ing, needed for position available June 1 
—at Fuller Theological Seminary. 
Write, giving details regarding experi- 
ence and qualifications to: 
Business Manager 


135 N. Oakland Avenue = Pasadena, Calif. 
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Christian was very simple but extremely 
earnest as he spoke to the hearts of the 
small group present. “Choose ye this 
day whom ye will serve, but as for me, 
my brothers, I have already chosén. My 
family and I will obey and serve God 
at all costs.” At last Karuki’s mind was 
made up. He knew God was speaking 
to him as definitely as Joshua had done 
to the people of Israel. Old Mungo, 
the converted witch doctor and faithful 
church elder, had been God’s messenger 
to him. At the end of the meeting he 
stood up and made his decision before 
them all. 

“I also have chosen that I will serve 
only Christ.” 

We will pray for you, young brother, 
that God will enable you to stand firm,” 
said the old man, much moved. “Let us 
all knee] and pray God to strengthen 
and keep him true to his vows.” 

Next day Karuki met Kabale and said, 
“There is no use trying to get me to 
join your society now. I have made up 
my mind to follow Jesus Christ and 
serve Him.” 

“Well, I’ve warned you and, if you 
don’t change soon, you will be sorry. 
That’s all I’ve got to say.” 

Shortly afterward news came to the 
village that the Mau-Mau tribesmen had 
killed several white people and two Af- 
rican police. Reports followed of Chris- 
tians’ being beaten and cruelly tortured 
and killed when they refused to give up 
their faith. Half-hearted believers left 
the church. Only the faithful few kept 
steadfast and refused even to speak 
against those who treated them so 
cruelly, robbing them of everything, and 
refusing to sell them food. 

Karuki, however, and his Christian 
friends all continued to worship God 
and to pray and read the Bible together, 
and just like the early Christians in the 
Book of Acts they shared their goods 
one with the other. One man said, “I’m 
going to kill a bullock on Wednesday. 
Who will go to the nearest villages and 
tell the Christians to come over for a 
share?” “I will,” said Karuki, and “So 
will I,” said others. Others said, “Tell 
them to bring along some empty sacks 
for charcoal. We can all spare a little 
to fill them.” 

No one knew where the Mau-Mau Soci- 
ety would strike next. Karuki heard of a 
youth carrying a rifle in one hand and a 
Bible in the other. 

“I’ve been ordered to carry this rifle,” 
he said, “but this [holding up the Bible] 
is my real weapon.” 
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One night Karuki’s village was raided 
and some of the Christians b'indfolded 
and dragged off to a secret place in the 
hills) They were put in a dark cave 
surrounded by threatening men all 
carrying symbols of their heathen gods. 

“Which will you do,” they shouted, 
“give up your foreign religion or be 
killed as traitors to your country?” 

“We cannot take the Mau-Mau oath,” 
they said. “You live by hate, but we 
are bidden to love everybody, so we can- 
not disobey our Lord and Master.” 

Then they were cruelly beaten, and 
Karuki saw one of the church members 
killed. He prayed for strength that 
whatever happened he would be enabled 
to stand firm. Every time they threat- 
ened him-he refused to give up his faith, 
and he couldn’t help wondering how 
long, he would have to live. Then he 
was blindfolded, cruelly beaten, and 
dragged along the rough path until he 
knew no more.’ 

Next day his friends found him almost 
dead, and*carried him home. “Perhaps 
it was Kabale who saved my life,” he 
thought; “he could not forget our friend- 
ship.” 

“Now I won’t ever be ashamed of 
showing I am a Christian. I wish I had 
some kind of badge to wear to show 
whose I am and whom I serve. I'll ask 
O'd Mungo about it.” ° 

When he did so the old man opened 
his Bible and read, “ ‘Blessed are ye, 
when men shall revile you, and perse- 


cute you .. . Rejoice, and be exceeding 
glad: for great is your reward in 
heaven.’ There is your badge, little 


brother; take it and wear it always in 
the strength of Christ your Lord.” 

So Karuki as well as many other Af- 
ricar? Christians are wearing that badge 
today amidst suffering, and the look of 
quiet happiness on their faces nothing 
can take away. 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted. these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts.. Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for handling costs. 








Great Personal Workers. By Faris 
Daniel Whitesell. (Moody Press, Chicago 
10; 50 cents.) Probably nothing is more 
stimulating to personal work than to 
learn how real soul-winners have done 
it and what successes they have had. Dr. 
Whitesell, professor of Practical Theol- 
ogy at Northern Baptist Theological Sem- 
inary, has told well the stories of eleven 
men in as many chapters, adding quo- 
tations from ten others and some of his 
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own principles in the last. The first six 
appeared in THe Sunpay ScHoot TIMes 
(1954). There are sketches of H. C. 
Trumbull, Uncle John Vassar, Moody, 
Torrey, Alexander, W. H. Houghton, 
H. C. Mabie, L. R. Scarborough, John 
Timothy Stone, Walter L. Wilson, Wil- 
liam McCarrell. They are made inter- 
esting by records of conversations, notes 
on what to do and not to do, quotations 
from the writings of these great per- 
sonal workers, with a few statistics on 
how many souls they have won. One 
of the “Moody Pocket Books,” this little 
volume of 191 pages, does fit the pocket 
and is printed in large type on strong 
paper, making it a good traveling com- 
panion. No Christian can read it with- 
out wanting to do more witnessing to the 
saving power of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Open the Meeting With Prayer. 
Edited by Alfred Doerfflér, (Concordia 
Pub. House, St. Louis 18; $1.50.) One 
hundred and eight prayers, for use in 
more than thirty-eight types of church 
meetings, are included in this brief vol- 
ume prepared for the guidance and help 
otf laymen who are often called on to 
pray. The petitions are in the name of 
Christ, calling on Him for salvation and 
present deliverance, and for His pres- 
ence in the meeting in view. While this 
book will find its greatest usefulness in 
Lutheran circles, it may also serve as 
an exemplar for prayer in suggesting 
things for which to pray, and as a safe- 
guard against cliches often found in ex- 
temporaneous prayer. 


Outline Studies in the Acts of the 


Apostles. By W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D.. 


(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $4.50.) Those who had 
the privilege of listening to Dr.. Griffith 
Thomas during his preaching dnd teach- 
ing and Bible conference ministry will 
recall with thanksgiving the abundant 
good things that this outstanding Bible 
expositor brought forth from the treas- 
ures of the Word and from his own deep 
spiritual experience. And now a whole 
new generation of Christians may share 
many of the inspiring and illuminating 
outlines and notes that Dr. Griffith 
Thomas prepared on the Book of Acts. 
To his daughter, Winifred G. T. Gilles- 
pie, and to the publishers, the Christian 
public owes a real debt of gratitude for 
making these notes now available in one 
volume. Some of the material was pub- 
lished during Dr. Griffith Thomas’s life- 
time in small handbooks and in other 
volumes; some were published in THE 
Sunpay Scnoot Times, during the time 
Dr. Griffith Thomas was its leading les- 
son writer. Still other original notes 
have never before been published. 

The present generous volume (555 
Pages) does not purport to -be an ex- 
haustive commentary on Acts, neverthe- 
less the notes and outlines are arranged 
in chapter sequence and do cover a very 
large portion of the book, In some cases, 
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the same Scripture portion has been out- 
lined in two or more ways, thus giving 
refreshing variety and doubly distilled 
lessons from the same verses. The 133 
studies that make up the book are given 
topical titles, and pastors will find here 
an abundance of unusual homiletical 
materia] that sparkles with Dr. Griffith 
Thomas’s skill in the use of apt phrase 
and alliteration. The Sunday school 
teacher will rejoice in the additional 
help the book will provide in the pres- 
ent International Uniform Lessons, 
which are in the Book of Acts. But, 
whether serious Bible study or devo- 
tional reading is the aim of the reader, 
the book’s easy style and readability 
will capture the reader and will rejoice 
the heart and enrich the spirit. 


The Book of Revelation. By Clarence 
Larkin. (The Rev. Clarence Larkin Es- 
tate, 2802 N. Park Ave., Philadelphia 32; 
$3.) Twenty-five years of Bible study 
have gone into this book. It was first 
published in 1919, but it is still fresh 
and illuminating. The author’s early 
training as a mechanical engineer and 
draftsman peculiarly fitted him to pre- 
pare the more than thirty charts and 
maps and diagrams, and the numerous 
drawings of the symbols, creatures, and 
the like, mentioned in the Book of Rev- 
elation, with which this volume is illus- 
trated. At the age of thirty-two, Mr. 
Larkin entered the Baptist denomination 
and later was ordained as a minister, 
and, for more than thirty-six years, in 
addition to his pastoral work, taught in 
two Bible institutes and lectured ex- 
tensively on prophecy. The Scripture 
text discussed in each Subject df this 
book is printed in full from the King 
James Version at the beginning of each 
subject. In his interpretation of the 
apocalyptic visions of the Apostle John, 
the author follows the “Futurist” view- 
point, and he adheres to the threefold 
division that many earnest Bible teach- 
ers believe is indicated in Revelation 
1:19, “the things which thou hast seen, 
and the things which are, and the things 
which shall be hereafter.” He believes 
that the character of the seven churches 
set forth in Revelation 2 and 3 not only 
describe their exact condition in John’s 
day, but also describe the whole Church 
during the seven periods of her history 
from the days of the apostles down to 
the end time. While some earnest Bible 
students may not agree with every dis- 
pensational detail set forth by Mr. Lar- 
kin, they will find his study of Revela- 
tion sane and free from speculation. It 
has been uSed for many years as a 
standard textbook by Bible schools and 
theological seminaries, and it will also 
lead the average reader into a better 
understanding of this important, but 
often neglected Book of prophecy, and 
of the Lord it reveals. . 

Christianity in the Apostolic Age. By 
George T. Purves. (Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $3.) A most valu- 
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Readers of the Sunday School 
Times are cordially invited to the 
Christian Fellowship vacation 
party, which travels to the Hawai- 
ian Islands between September 26 
and October 18. Leader will be 
Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Executive 
Vice-President of this magazine. 


“The life of the land is in right- 


eousness” is the motto inscribed 


_on the Hawaiian Coat of Arms. 


No country has welcomed Chris- 
tian missionaries with greater zeal 
and friendliness. There is a re- 
freshing kindliness, humility and 
honesty about the people of Ha- 
waii. Visitors are overwhelmed 
with smiles, flowers, and gestures 
of good will. Travel to Hawaii 
is. an experience of happiness. 
You enjoy the tumultuous wel- 
come and are uplifted by the gaiety 
and wholesome spirit of Polyne- 
sian people. Here is an adventure 
in vacation enjoyment without 
parallel for you. 


Our Christian Fellowship party 
to Hawaii will travel on vista- 
dome trains cross country, will fly 
one way to Honolulu in a Strata- 
liner, and sail one way aboard the 
S.S. Lurline. In Hawaii, there 
will be twelve days of interesting 
events, with a social hostess in 
charge and special charter buses 
will provide the maximum of 
sight-seeing—more activities and 
sight-seeing than average travelers 
enjoy. The islands of Oahu, 
Hawaii, and Kauai are visited on 
the tour. 


A free illustrated folder, “Hawaii,” 
has been published. Send for your 
copy, please. Then, after studying 
it over, if you desire to join the 
Christian Fellowship Cruise to Ha- : 
waii, you will be most welcome. 


Please address: 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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able book indeed is this account of 
Christianity in the Apostolic Age. Writ- 
ten over fifty years ago by the profes- 
sor of New Testament Literature and 
Exegesis at Princeton Theological Semi- 
nary, it is now available in a reprint 
edition. The titles of the five parts of the 
book aptly indicate its contents: “The 
Rise of Christianity in Jerusalem”; “The 
Early Expansion of Christianity”; “Judaic 
Christianity”; “The Expansion of Chris- 
tianity Under Paul’;. “The Progress of 
Christianity to the Close of the Apos- 
tolic Age.” The treatmefit is thorough, 
scholarly yet non-technical, sympathetic, 
and spiritual. History and exegesis are 
combined to make this a usefu] hand- 
book for students of the New Testament. 
Complete bibliographies and full sub- 
ject and Scripture indexes add much to 
the practical nature of this still fresh 
and trustworthy aid to the understand- 
ing of Apostolic times, 


Leaders of Israel. By George L. ‘Rob- 
inson. (Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $2.75.) Reprints of standard 
sound works are a boon to today’s Bible 
students. One such work is this brief 
history of the Hebrew people covering 
the period from the earliest times to 
the fall of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. The 
author has correlated the _ principal 
events of Old Testament history around 
the lives of twenty-four of Israel’s lead- 
ers. Included in the list of leaders, in 
addition to the familiar Old Testament 
names, are Judas Maccabeus and a final 
chapter on our Saviour Jesuse Christ. 
The value of the book is enhanced by 
the inclusion of a number of diagrams 
and maps. The book is especially useful 
as an aid to getting a quick chrono- 
logical view of the history of God’s 
people. 


The Epistles of Paul to the Philip- 
pians and to Philemon. By Jacobus J. 
Miiller, Th.D., D.D. (Wm, B., Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.50.) 
Here is a worthy addition to “The New 
International Commentary on the New 
Testament.” It offers plain, practical com- 
ments in an economy of words. Helpful 
reference is made to the Greek text, 
but without being too technical. En- 
lightening exposition and challenging 
devotional emphasis make it a volume 
that is both instructive and inspirational 
to read. Of special interest is the dis- 
cussion of the great Christological pas- 
sage in Philippians 2, and the analysis, 
in conjunction therewith, of the Kenotic 
theory. The able author is professor 
of New Testament in the Theological 
Seminary, Stellenbosch, South Africa. 


In Bible Lands Today. By Frederick 
A. Tatford, Litt.D. (Parkinson’s Fellow- 
ship Tours, Folkestone, Kent, England, 
6/6.) Dr. Tatford, a Bible teacher and 
convention speaker of England, took a 
group of tourists to the Holy Land in 
April, 1954, and he has written a fifty- 
three-page booklet describing the \tour. 
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The group visited Damascus, Amman, 
and Jerusalem, and Bethlehem in Arab 
Palestine. No reference was made to 
any sightseeing north of Jerusalem, and 
apparently no trip was taken to Mizpah, 
Bethel, Shiloh, Jacob’s Well, Shechem, 
the Samaritans, Samaria, or other sites to 
the north. Crossing into Israel, the 
group visited Haifa, Nazareth, Galilee, 
and other sites of that area. One would 
be glad to have documentation for some 
of the figures used: Amman, the capi- 
tal of Jordan, is described as a city of 
“only about 20,000” (p. 18), whereas, 
over ten years ago, it was listed as hav- 
ing a population of 30,000, and since 
1948 thousands of Arabs have poured 
into Amman, making it many times its 
former size. The booklet is illustrated 
with a number of photographs, and is 
quite readable. 


The Speaker’s Treasury for Sunday 
School Teachers. By Herbert V. Proch- 
now. (W. A, Wilde Co., Boston 16; $2.50.) 
Beginning with a chapter on “How to 
Prépare a Talk or Lead a Discussion,” 
the writer of this 175-page book con- 
tinues with chapters on “Unusual Stories, 
Illustrations, and Selections”; “Inspiring 
Selections from Inspiring Sermons”; 
“Epigrams and Witticisms”; “Quotations 
from Literature”; “Quotations from- the 


Bible”; and closes with a chapter on ° 


“Prayers for Various Occasions.” The 
quotations from literature and from the 
Bible are topically arranged in alpha- 
betical order. Much of the material is 
worth while and wil] be found useful to 
Sunday school teachers and Christian 
workers who are seeking 
material or apt sayings for emphasis in 
teaching or speaking. However, not all 
of the stories and.selections and quo- 
tations from literature are from Chris- 
tian or trustworthy sources and the sin- 
cere Sunday schoo] teacher will there- 
fore have to use care and discernment 
in choosing from the material offered. 


Three Kerchiefs. By Mrs. Oscar Tres- 
sel. (The Wartburg Press, Columbus 15, 
Ohio, $2.) A veritable treasure for the 
mother in the home, teacher in Sunday 
school, or the leader in any group of 
children anywhere is this book of some 
forty interesting and attractive, true-to- 
life “Stories for Boys and Girls To Live 
By.” Some are in dialogue form. Each 
teaches or illustrates some phase of 
Christian truth or life. There are a 
number about boys and girls in. mission 
lands, how they came to believe and to 
be witnesses for Christ. Especially valu- 
able also are those giving biographical 
glimpses of some famous Christians, or 
of historic incidents. All are suitable 
for children of school age. 


Highlights of Archaeology in Bible 
Lands. By Fred H. Wight . (Moody 
Press, Chicago 10; $3.95.) Mr. Wight at- 
tended Biola and Southern Baptist Sem- 
inary, and has an M.A. degree in re- 


illustrative | 
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ligion from Pasadena College. For 
twenty years he has been in pastoral 
work in California. In this book, he 
summarizes many archaeological dis- 
coveries, and points out their bearing 
on the Scriptures. Successive chapters 
deal with Assyria, Egypt, the Hittites, 
and Jerusalem, as well as discoveries 
relating to the New Testament. ‘A two- 
page supplementary chapter summarizes 
the recent expeditions in Arabia, at 
Dothan, and at Jericho. Though not an 
archaeologist, Mr. Wight has consulted 
standard sources in writing this book, 
and there is documentation, which un- 
fortunately is missing in many popular 
books on archaeology. 

Heaven Happens Here. By Grace Ma- 


thews Walker. (Vantage Press, Inc., New 
York 1; $2.95.) A wealth of practical 


- counsel and advice on a wide range of 


subjects has been brought together in 
this volume. Much is applicable to per- 
Sonal problems, but more will be read 
for sheer enjoyment and _ inspiration. 
The miscellaneous assortment of verse’ 
and prose touches upon about every 
phase of personality building, leadership, 
life in the home, and so on. Along with 
much original matter, there are gems 
of thought selected from widely varied 
sources—old hymn writers, poets, and 
from the Bible. The arrangement and 
classification of the material is unusual 
and intriguing. Probably not all will 
enjoy equally all parts of the book, but 
it would be a rare individual who fails 
to find some enjoyment, guidance, or 
inspiration in its pages. Emphasis is laid 
on the importance of Christian faith as 
it is related to success, happiness, and 
security. 


Children’s Day This Year 


HILDREN’S DAY this year in your 

Sunday school can be, in a large 
measure, free from lengthy preparation 
and rehearsing of little ones by making 
use of one of two Special service pro- 
grams, prepared by Mary Brainerd Smith 
especially for Children’s Day. They are 
entitled, “God’s Overflowing Measures” 
and “The Hills of God.” 


Each of these services contains re- 
sponsive Scripture reading for the whole 
school, special responses for boys and for 
girls, recitations for various departments, 
and hymns with words appropriate to 
Children’s Day, set to familiar hymn 
tunes, thus making it unnecessary to 
teach special music to the school. The 
convenient four-page leaflet form in 
which these services are printed and the 
low cost make them particularly attrac- 
tive for use for the whole school, 


The price is 25 cents a dozen, or $2 a 
hundred. They may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 
North 13th St., Philadelphia 5. Please 
specify which service you prefer. 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, May 6 


Vocations That Enrich Life 
(Col. 3:23, 24; 1 Cor. 12:1-11, 27-31) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HE first Sunday in May has for some 

years been designated as “Vocations 
Day” by some Christian groups in order 
to call the attention, particularly of 
young people, to the importance of 
choosing the right vocation as they ap- 
proach the end of the school year. All 
too often, in this materialistic age in 
which we live, there is a temptation to 
emphasize the importance of making 
money or making a name rather than 
making a life. ? 


God’s Word makes plain to all who 
will heed it that work of some kind is 
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necessary and that all honest work is 
commendable. Even in the Garden of 
Eden, before the Fall, man was placed 
there to “dress it and to keep it” (Gen. 
2:16). And although toil was a part of 
God’s pronouncement against man after 
the Fall, because of sin (Gen. 3:19), 
nevertheless there was in it also God's 
loving provision, for He knew that man 
could neither be contented nor right- 
eous in a life of idleness or ease. It is 
not strange, therefore, that we find in 
the Scriptures laziness and slothfulness 
and living at the expense of others con- 
demned (2 Thess. 3:10-12; Heb. 6:12; 
Rom, 12:11). Bible history and profane 
history alike show that whenever men 
have gotten into a condition of idleness 
they have sufféred physically, morally, 
and spiritually, as well as economically. 

€ 

The second great truth that we should 

take into account in our consideration 
of this week’s topic is the fact that God 
has a very definite and specific plan for 
each individual. In Ephesians 2:10 we 
read that “we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that 
we should walk in them.” These “good 
works” include what we shall do day by 
day as well as those things that we 
sometimes include under the term 
“Christian service.” After all, if we be- 
long to the Lord Jesus Christ, all that 
we do is to be done to His honor and 
glory, whether it be speaking to another 
about Christ, leading a prayer meeting, or 
serving faithfully in some particular job 
or profession (1 Cor. 10:31; Col. 3:17). 
The only things that we have a right to 
exclude from the “good works” that God 
has ordained for us are those kinds of 
work that involve the violation of some 
definite Christian principal. Naturally, 
we cannot include any vocation that 
would require us to be dishonest, or to 
make or sell that which would injure 
the bodies or the minds of others. God 
does not o,dain such things as “good 
works.” 

ye 

It is also important to see that not 

everyone canbe in full-time Christian 
service. Some must remain at home. 
All cannot enter the ministry or serve 
on the mission field. Some must remain 
at home to hold the lines while others 
go forth into distant parts or to the home 
field to give their full time to making 
Christ known. God’s plan for you or 
for me may be full-time Christian serv- 
ice, or it may be working in an office, 
or shop, or in a home, while in our free 
time we seek to serve in specific Chris- 
tian activities, 

se 


It may seem to us that certain voca- 
tions are more enriching than others. 
Some may seem more attractive than 
others. The daily readings that lead up 
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to this week’s topic name a number of 
noble vocations, such as teacher, mis- 
sionary,° preacher, physician, nurse, 
Christian writer. However, in each of 
these vocations it is possible to miss 
God’s best for you or me as an indi- 
vidual. In every one of these vocations 
today may be found those who are mo- 
tivated by ambition;self-seeking, or who 
have not given God full contro] of their 
lives. It is possible to follow a certain 
worth-while vocation with high ideals 
and yet to miss God's will. 


vd 


The important thing, then, for each 
of us is to find out what God’s plan is 
for him as an individual. He has cre- 
ated us and He knows for what we are 
best equipped, where our lives. will 
count the most, and what will make us 
truly happy. Furthermore, He has prom- 
ised to give direction and wisdom (Jas. 
1:5). But we must be willing to go to 
Him and seek earnestly what His will is. 

ve 

God guides us primarily through His 
Word, not by showing us a verse that 
tells us that we are to be a doctor, or 
missionary, or an architect, or a nurse, 
but by giving to us those broad princi- 
ples that will guide us surely in under- 
standing what He wants us to do. 


bd 


In addition to His Word, God often 
uses the counsel of trusted Christian 
friends. We should place the emphasis 
upon the word “Christian” here, for it 
is dangerous to follow the counsel of 
the ungodly (Psa, 1:1) or to heed the 
admonitions of those who are scornful 
ef the Word of God. 


# 


God sometimes uses providential cir- 
cumstances to guide us in the direction 
He wants us to go and when we have de- 
termined not to seek our own way but 
His way at any cost. He will close one door 
and open another, if we will quietly and 
patiently wait for Him to do so (Psa. 
37:5-7). 

ye 

God will guide us by the quiet im- 
pulse of His Holy Spirit in our hearts. 
It will not be a feverish, fretful, or 
vacillating guidance, but a steady, con- 
vincing impulse, always in conformity 
to His written Word. 


ve 


God often will use the desires of our 
own hearts to guide us, when we have, 
completely surrendered those desires to 
Him. He often uses our natural ability, 
and sometimes, quite to our surprise, 
He puts the desire into our hearts that 
He wants us to have and which will 
direct us toward the work He has de- 
signed for us. 

ye 

Let us not fail to see, however, that 

in all of these ways God is consistent. 





YOU, too,can 
INVEST FOR A 
DOUBLE YIELD 


A TIME-TESTED PLAN... 
proved for more than 50 years! 


In the Wheaton College Annuity Plan 
... your money works for you now, 
providing a safe, generous income for 
your lifetime and for your survivor. 
And while the investment is providing 
for your own financial security, it is 
also working for Christ and His King- 
dom through Christian Education at 
Wheaton College. 

You will find deep satisfaction 
in having a share in the training of 
hundreds of workers and leaders for 
varied phases of Christian service in a 
day when they are so desperately 
needed. Why not start today investing 
for a double yield? 


Free Booklet... 


tells you all about this time- 
tested investment plan with 
a spiritual impact. Mail 
coupon today. 








Se WHEATON COLLEGE 
Dept. ST 46 Wheaton, Illinois 


| 
Please send me a copy of Pleasant Tomorrows, | 
explaining Wheaton Annuity Plan. 


Name Age. 





Address. 





City. Zone. State 


‘FOR CHRIST AND HIS KINGDOM” 














He never directs us contrary to the plain 
and simple teachings of His Word. And 
let us be quite sure that, when we have 
found God’s will, we enter into it whole- 
heartedly and delightedly, knowing that 
in it alone we can find true joy and 
peace and blessing and real satisfaction. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


April 30 to May 6 


Mon.—Acts 9:1-16. 
On the Damascus Road. 


PrAYER Succestions: “And Saul. , 
as he journeyed ... came near Damas- 
cus.” God meets every soul at the right 
time and place. The experiences of Saul 
of Tarsus and of Balaam show that God 
had His finger on His stop watch (see 
Num. 22:23-34). Were you in a tight 
place and a wrong place when the Lord 
brought you up short? Can you remem- 
ber when you were compelled by grace 
divine to call upon the name of the 
Lord? Pray for Dr. Wilbur .M. Smith, 
who is to succeed Ernest Gordon, be- 
loved friend of, and gifted contributor 
to, THE SunpDAY ScHooLt Times, who died 
February 10, 1956. 





Tues.—Acts 13:9-12. Saul Becomes Paul. 


Prayer SuccesTions: “Saul, (who also 
is called Paul.)” “Saul” was evidently 
the Jewish name, and “Paul” seems to 
have been a Romanized title. He re- 
ceived grace and apostleship directly 
from the risen Saviour. He is now, to 
all Christians, beloved, and justly called, 
“Saint Paul.” His entire life in Christ 
may be summed up in one short pas- 
sage in the Book of Acts (Acts 26:9-19). 
Pray that immense blessing will rest 
upon the written works of our beloved, 
departed brother, Ernest Gordon, 


Wed.—John 15:12-20. Chosen of God. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye have not 
chosen me, but I have chosen you, and 
ordained you, that ye should go and 
bring forth fruit,,and that your fruit 
should remain.” God works all things 
according to the counsel of His own in- 
finitely good and wise and beneficent 
will. Parents often have prenatal plans; 
and so let us rejoice in God’s preroga- 
tive. Go back as far as you will, and 
you will find salvation is of the Lord. 
God’s choice of such unworthy souls as 
we should melt every Christian to joyful 
tears. Pray for North Thailand. 


Thurs.—Romans 1:15-17. 
The Gospel and Conversion. 


PraYER Succestions: “The gospel of 
Christ . . . is the power of God unto 
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salvation to every one that believeth; 
to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” 
No man in this world knoweth “the 
Father, save the Son, and he to whom- 
soever the Son will reveal him.” Sal- 
vation is in none other. That the Son of 
God is come (God, manifest in flesh), 
His atonement for our sins, and the word 
of salvation are for all people. This 
makes it necessary that the Gospel be 
preached “to every creature.” Believing 
on Christ through the Gospel is abso- 
lutely essential for salvation. Pray for 
West Pakistan. 


Fri.—Matthew 18:1-6. 
The Necessity of Conversion. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Except ye be 
converted, and become as little children, 
ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.” We came into this world as 
infants. We enter the Kingdom of God 
as babes born of the Spirit of God. When 
Adam fell, he became “natural,” i.e., a 
man, “of the earth, earthy.” The Spirit's 
return to a soul comes only ‘upon receiv- 
ing Christ Jesus as Saviour, Redeemer, 
and Lord. This act of faith is essential 
for conversion. Have you been born 
anew? Pray that many of your loved 
ones may pray, “Lord Jesus, be merciful 
to me a sinner, and give me the Holy 
Spirit, and make me Your child.” i 











































Sat.—1 Thessalonians 1:1-10. 
The Conversion of Sinners. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye turned to 
God from idols to serve the living and 
true God; and to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the dead, 
even Jesus, which delivered us from the 
wrath to come.” The Thessalonian sin- 
ners under Paul’s preaching saw their 
sin, their danger of the wrath to come, ’ 
and turned to God to be delivered from 
sin and its consequences and to be en- 
abled to live pleasing to God. They 
appreciated the price of salvation (death 
for their substitute, Christ, on the cross), 
and also proof of His finished work by 
His resurrection from the dead. And 
so they laid hold of the hope of salva- 
tion in the Gospel they believed. All ; 
sinners must enter similarly into the 
Kingdom of God. Pray for old-time 












conversions. b 
Sun.—Ephesians 4:25-32. tl 
Duty of the Converted. * 

PraYER Succestions: “Grieve not the #@® te 
holy Spirit of God.” In few words ® 22 th 
we have the whole sum of Christiano g 
duty., Our Lord puts it another way; ™®™° sc 
He says, “He that hath an ear, let = Se pI 
him hear what the Spirit saith untox @ ac 
the churches” (Rev, 2:7). Obedience™ 99% 
to the Spirit of God, who presents ¢« 4 80 
to us the things of “Christ in the tr: 
Scriptures, constitutes the whole duty ¢ po 
of believers. Live in the Word, so @® m: 
the Spirit can bring it to your re- abe th 


Pray for East Pakistan. 
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